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an Argument of our Hope and Cha- 
rity. 


| when they are neceſſary, but wor 


ſons of our Faith , ought to be 


THE | 
PREFACE 
"1 S bad, when Diſcourſes to 


prove the Fundamentals of 
Religion are very ſeaſonable, worſe 


of all, when no Demonſtrations or 
Endeauours can affet Men with a 
Seuſe of Piety. Which of theſe 
Charatlers our Age deſerves, us leſt 
fo the Judgment of the moſt Expe- 
rienced : In the mean time, our 


continuing, Eſſays to aſſign the Rea- 
thankfully acknowledg'd by all, as 


A3 The 


The PREFACE. 


The Deſign of the following Pas 


pers, us, after our Regards to the 
Preſervation of Truth, to ſet upon 
the Irreligious in their own For- 

#reſſes, and turn to a good Vſe thoſe 
E®91bſophical Reaſons or ConjeAures, 
vich they have perverted : to 
what degrees of Flumility this Me+ 
thod may reduce them, can only be 
foreſeen by the Searcher of Hearts ; 
the Good it hath done already, may 
be a propitious Omen to our future 
Expedtations : and thu we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, that if it makes 
not every attentive Reader, how 
prejudic'd ſoever, more diſtruſiful 


of his wicked Principles, it muſt 


make him more deſperate and ſelf- | 


condemn d, 


Let no wicked Men protend any 
Arguments hereafter uſed, are a: 
bove their Reach and Capacity : 


The | 


— 


The PREFACE, 


| The Method is neither confuſed; nor 


the Expreſſion ambiguous ; and 
their taking no care to underſtand 
them, muſt be look'd upon as a Tokew 
of great folly : for ſuch it muſt be, 
to entertain Prejudices againſt 
without knowing the utmoſt that cany> 
be ſaid for oftr Rea to him ; or- 
referrd to Diabolical Inſtind., 
drawing them off from THE 
TAautE OR ACLES OF REASON, 
to liſken to Impoſtures. Such Brui- 
tiſh Infidels deſerve not the Treat-« 
ments of Flumanity : When the 
Flead infefls the Heart, the Di- 
ſeaſe will bear Argumentative Pre- + 
ſeriptions ; but when the Corrupti- 
ons of the Heart infeft the Head, 


y ſome ſharper courſe muſt be taken 


with them. 


May G O D of hu Mercy ſo 
guide us all to, and in our Endea- 


i wours after a true Reformation, 


A 4 that 


The PREFACE. 
ehat wundifiembled Flolineſs ma 
adorn hs Church, and the Bleſſing 


of bu Love. be a_laſting Protettion 
to it, 
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Reaſott and Religion... 


. LL our Diſcourſes of GOD, 3 
A and Enquiries- about his + 


Holy Nature, ought to be 
| attended with Caution and 
 RelpeR, leaſt we derogate from the 
Excellencies of the beſt Being, have 
our Minds overcaft with the moſt 
dangerous Errors, and-wander out .. 
11 of the way of our principal Intereſt. - 
We are placed, by the Divine Ordi- 
nation, in a part of the World, where. 
in we have a moderate competency 
of Light and Knowledge ; and our 
diftance from the Fountain of Glory 
15 not fo t, bur the Irradiations 
we have from it may enliven our 
Hopes, and guide our Endeavours in - » 
aiming and afpiring to it. If weare 
* faithful unto qurown Faculries, and 
' employ our Time and our Judgment 
in gathering into the Mind the fcat- - 
As5 tered . { - 
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tered Rays and Principles of Hea- 
venly Light, their united power will 


frame us into a Divine Temper, and 


{ublimate our Nature for nearer Ac- 
ceſles unto God : but if we bend in- 
tirely unto the Earth, and: ſuck” our 
Not and Nouriſhment from the 
* ame place, our Minds muſt labour 


under the Dominion of corrupt and 


cloudy Principles, which wilf carry 


us further from God, and make even-. 


this Earth too happy an Habitation 
tor us. | 
The firſt and principal of all Sacred 


Truths, tobe conſidered, is, the Ex- 


iltence of God.: and tho' no Princi- 
ples or Hypotheſis. lead. altogether 
to the denial of. God ; yet we have 
reaſon to fear, that the ſtrange and 


irceligious Praiſes of Men doſpring ? 
from fome. nengury and irreligious. 3 
Perſwaſions ; and that their Thoughes þ 


of God (if they have any) bave but 
Iitle root, | 


It may not be amiſs therefore, to # 


be helpful co any Men who. will givs 


© l 


themſelves the liberty of thinking, * 


that they may make the beſt even af 
þad Principles, and be able from any 


Hypo- 
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Hypotheſis to infer the Neceflity of 
8 the Divine Nature. 


There are Three Opinions which 
may occur. to us in the Contempla- 


tions of Nature : Either, Fir#, That 


this World was framed and faſhior 
into this admirable State, by an Eter 
nal Mind and Wiſdom. Or, 


condly, Ttiat it had a Beginning from + 


the fortuitous Motions and Combi- 
nations of blind and ungnided Mat- 


ter. Or, Thirdly, That it hath been 


from Eternity, in the fame State 
that we have at preſent. Some Re- 
flections on»the two laſt, which are 
the uſual Retirements of Infidelity, 
may not improperly follow a gene- 


ral Confirmation of the Truth in the -- 


firſt pm. | 

In the building up, and forming 
of a Religious Lite, tis fit we ſhould 
lay a good Foundation ; arguing 
firſt from che Principles of Truth, 
and then from the. Principles of 


Men. 


1. Our firſt Eiſay ſhall be there- 


fore to prove the Exiſtence of an E- 


ternal Mind and Wiſdom : by whoſe 
Power 


3 . 


Bealgn -and:Reitgions 8&c.- | 
Power the Univerie was produced,;;] 
and on, whoſe Guidance -its Orde?' h 
doth depend. And this may be per- | a 
torm'd, by demonſtrating the Exi-  f 
ce of ſome Eternal Being, and .Þl x 

diſcovering the. Properties there- . : 
' 

e 

{ 

| 


| 


'* 7... That fomething is Eternal, is.. 
as certain, as that any.thing exiſts at -. ? 
preſent : and none can. doubt of it,., 
but on the ſame ground that. he ſhall | 
dgubt, whether in every Triangle, if + 
one Angle be right, the. other two .. 
ſhall be acute : 7. e. for, want of a 
litt.e thinking,. and rightly-attending - | 
to. the force and fhgnification- of - 
Terms ; For, either every thing is .. 
Eternal, or ſomething, or nothing. 

If you,modeſtly .allow -ſemething to 

be Eternal,. you are certainly in the - ; 
righe.. If you. ſay every thing is E- 
ternal, you decline ſomething from 
it: but if -you ſay nothing is Etere 
nal, you get into the Angle of Er-.. 
ror,at fartheſt diſtance from therighe, - 
and wound your Reaſon with -the. 
moſt pungent Abſurdity. 
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Reaſon and Zeltgign, &. 
Whatſoever is not Eternal,. muſt 
F have a beginning : whatſqever hath 
- | a. beginning , muſt have. it. enher 
- & from itfelf, from ſomething elle, or 
tf nothing. Fhat-- any thing ſhould. 
+ ou beginning to itfelf, is'very abs . 
rd : - for that. which gives begin--- 
| JF ning being a precedent Cauſe, a 
| thing muſt be, and not be, at .the 
3 ſame-time ; muſt be before it had 2 
beginning, maſt be the Cauſe and - 
 F} the Effe&, muſt give «beginning to. 
;{ that which had a beginning belore, 
# &c. That a thing may have its be- 
ginning from iomething ek, is true g _- 
{ but then that which pives a begin-. 
ning, muſt either. have its own-be- 
ginning from. ittelf, ( if it have any ).: 
and then the former Abſurdities will - 
$ recur : or from ſomething-elſe, and : 
4 that from another, and ſo in :fm- 
tm, . that is, from Eternity. d 
to-fay, that any-thing- can have-its . 
beginning from nothing, is either to 
reconcile Contradifticons , te make - 
' ſomethingand nothing,cauſe and no 
= cauſe, poſitive and negative the ſame ; 
* or-to =y great Truth;- for that 


| which hath its beginning from no- - 
thing, 
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ching,. hath no beginning, and mult } 
be Eternal. 

Now before we aſcend to the Pro- 
perties of an-Eternal Being, we may 
do well to ſtop a-while in the Con- 

templation of Eternity itſelf : for our 
Intent being declared, of evincing 
the Exiſtence of an Incomprehenſible 
Being, we muſt not loſe our advan- 
tage of any Truth in itſelf moſt cer- 
tain , yet to us incomprehenſible. 
Thoſe therefore who imagine they 
ſufficiently diſprove Religion, by.re- 
ducing its Maintainers to a Myſtery, . 
will ſee little reaſon for their Tri- 
umph, when they find in any caſe, 
that nothing.is more certain than that 
which is moſt myſterious. Takethe: 
Inſtance before us : We cannot be 
more aſcertain'd of our own Exiſt- 
ance, than of ſomething's exiſting 
from Eternity : but when we apply 
our finite Thoughts ,. to- an intinite 
Duration, how do. we loſe our ſelves 
in this vaſt Ocean? How do our 
proud Pretences unto Comprehenſj. 
on fail. Had Methuſalerw, inſtead of 
900, lived 900000 Years, and fpenc 
his, Time in no other EO 
ue 


m— 
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but the Multiplication of Numbers, 
which in the ſhort running of a Pen, 


79543285012759021899723109235 
72813709280639275458357689542 
83159473890928446732197836290 
75389259306518973259076825,06. 
amount to an unconceivable Sum, 
and an aſtoniſhin nyo wy, or 
ally. if you. mealure by the Great 
Year, he had been no nearer exprel- 


ſing the proper extent of Eternity, 


than if he had ſaid nothing. And 
what a ſtrange, prodigious, wonder- 
ful, ſuprarational, myſterious, incre- 
dible, incomprehenſible Thing isthis.! 


How does this-baffle the vain Eſſays 


of Men, to meaſure Eternity by mu- 
table Motion and Succeflion ! How 
may this convince us, that the rea- 
dieſt way of fixing. in the Mind an 
undeceiving Idea of Eternity, is not 
by running over Millions and Milli- 
ons of Apes, but to abide. ar the firſt 
Point,'the moſt comprehenſive Pow- 
er and Point of Unity ; and reſtrain- 
ing the, Mind. from ircegular ran- 
bling, to keep it ſtable, and perma- 
nent, as Eternity itfelf is, in.an indi- 


Viible Duration. If you ſaythis like- 
wile. 


T 
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wiſe myſterious, (as the Truth 
and-Cert of it we referve: to-be 
debared in another Paragraph , io) 
we reply, That. either you muſt ak 
. law fomethinig myſterious , or deny |. 
the- Exiſtance of all —_ and 
Truth of all Propoſitions. - The U- 
miverfal. Creed of Mankind efta- 
bliſhes and impoſes Truths incompre- - 
henſible. We have no need then (as - 
' you ſee) to beaſhamed of laying the 


oundations of Piety, in-a Doctrine .Þ . 


ious and mcomprehenſible-: _ 
ſomething or other muſt be fo, be- 
cauſe Eternal, and what that is will 
beſt be diſcover'd, when - 


FH. The Properties and neceſſary + 
Attributes of the Eternal Being come: 
to-be examin'd,- and they will be. 
evinced'to be <fpectally Four, Cogi-- .| 
tation, Immenſity; Immutability and. } 
Perfetion. 


x. That Cogitation with the Fruits - 
of it, Knowledge, Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
and. Goodnels;, mnſt have - exiſted 
fomewiers.or other from Eternity, * 
wilt. appear fram the Difference be- | 

; week: 
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tween external and internal Quali-. 
tes. : 

External Qualities, as-whitenef,. 
{moothneſs, ponderoſity., and the 
like may reſult from the agreeable- 
nes and atings of one ſeoſbleching 
upon another : and a- wiſe Being. 
knowing what will ariſe from the 
rarious Modifications of Matter, may. 


produce ſome external Qualities, Ap- 
pearances, or Colours, which never. 


_ were in the World before ; Now that: 
which may be produced a-new, and: 
15.not a_ derivation from another of; 
the fame. kind, need not be Eternal. 
But mental and internal Qualities are- 
of another kind z; when they are 
produced , they are produced by 
ſomething like ſelves :- thought 
cannot be produced, as whicenels and 
the like are, by the mixtures, moti- 
ons, and contemperings of meer Mat- 
ter ; but thro? the ſeveral Gradations . 
of Time, and Series of Productions, 
you may trace the fame Quality both 
in the Effet and Cauſe, till at laſt 
you muſt acknowledge it Ecernal. 


Tp. 


16 


Reaſon and-Religton, 8c. 
To 'render this Argumentation 
more perſpicuous and firm, revolve 
in your Mind how unlikely it is, that 
Thought ſhould not be Eternal : how 
im it is, if not Eternal, that. 
it.: ever be at all : and that 
there is not one Inſtance aflignable 
in Nature , of the Production of 
Thought, but from a Thinking Prin- 
Ciple. 

That Thought,-the moſt excellent 
Quality in-the Univerſe , ſhould be 
but of yeſterday's ſtarting up : thart + 
all the World ſhould lie tor Eternal 
Apes in confuſed Horrour and Dark- 
neſs, under the, Dominion of hideous 
Diſorder, in an apprehenſion fo un- 
likely and diſmalthat nothing but the 
Shades of the -moſt wretched Igno- 
rance and Prejudice againſt God can 


ſupport its- Credibility. But if the | 


natural Traduction of the moſt Glo- 
rious Light from Eternal Obſcurity, 
of the moſt exquiſite Knowledge 
from Eternal ſtupidity and dulneſs, 
with the commenſurateneſs of the vi- 
leſt State, to the moſt excellent Dura- 
tion, be not Abſurdities ſufficient to 
ſtartle our Pretenders unto Senſe : if 


they 
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they think it enough for them to 

round their Arguments, with the 

alue and Weal of their Souls, -on 
bare Poflibilities, and expe& Impoſſi- 
bilities, or Arguments ab i ts, 
that it ſhould be otherwiſe from us, 
we will indulge their Humour : and 
when they can once prove it poffible 
for Thought to be otherwiſe than 
velt origenated, we will venture to 
be ſceptical as well as they. In the 
mean time we obſerve in all Emana- 
tions, Iſſues, and Effeas- a congrui- 
ty in Kind and Temper to the 
Spriag,Cauſality, and Parentage from 
whence they come. The whole 
World is a circulation of like from 
like. The Vegetable Nature pro- 
pagates itſelf by Vegetative Seeds 
and Principles. The Senſitive Lite 
is form'd, animated, and organized 
by homogeneous Powers : the. buſi- 
neſs of equivocal Generations being 
now juſtly exploded. And muſt not 
thoſe Men deſerve very meanly of 
Humane Nature, who. would derive 
our original from, any thing below 
ourſelves, as tho' Thought need not 
come from a Thinking, nor __ 

n 
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al Faculties from a Rational Source, 
but might-eaſily be attracted from 
the ſolar impregnation of a little 
Slime and Dung, which: is not able 
to produce: 2 Worm or an Inſet ? 
We might reſent the Reproach they. 
bring upors our Nature, by making, 
themſelves worfe than Beaſts: but: 
becauſe they knew themſelves beſt, 
and may be bald in Self-cenfures, 
they muſt-rve uſe the ſame freedom 
witch all Mankind. 

It remains then, that "Thought is: 
2 .Derivation either to Man from 
Man, or from a ſuperiour Mind, and 
is therefore eternal. 

There is no Remedy then againſt 
the Belief of an Eternal Mind. The. 
difficulty which fame Mens Hearts 
may ſugpeſt, is, where, to what Ob- 
je, or Being, or rank. of Beings to- 
apply and fix this unavoidable Be- . 
liet. Wemight proceed to the other 


- o "4 .\ - - 


a— 
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Properties of an- Eternal Being, for- il 
the determination of this, were it not |} - 
- fit to-purſue this Pr of Cogita- i 
thon, as far as it will lead us co the 
knowledge of God. 


1, Sotne 
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x. Some tay vainly ſeek for this 
Eternal Cogitation in the-Suecefions 
f Humane Nature's and indeed,” if 
all Mankind were accd- by the fame 
Soul, and all the various appearan- 


y ces and workings us Were Ro 
pg gother than the various operations of 
e:this univerſal Soul, according to the * 
- {Sfferent Capacities and Aptitude of 

, I es with, it would 

| 


Matter it co-operat 
be fomething to. that purpoſe, the? 

not-te theirs. But to'believe, as we 
muſt, that Men have fo many indi- 
bs > tyre _— and i tO EX» 
pe&-an Eternity © —_ 
them, muft bs. _— - poſſible 
two Sappoſitions? it 1s 
the Succeffions of Men ſhould be 
eternal. And, .That they actually 
are ſo. Which in the ſequel of this 
Diſcourſe will appear incredible. 


2. If Eternity -of Thought muft 
neceſſarily be acknow! in ſome 
'or Beings, Mankind, in the 

q 1 fappoſition, cannot have the 
bnly Title and Claim unto it. . To 


{ monopolize Cogitation and - Reaſon 
| eo 
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to our ſelves is the greateſt arrogance 
in Nature. *'Tis certain, that not on- 
ly the Earth, but all included in the 
circumference of its motion about 
the Sun, - bear no ſenſible proportion 
to-the- reſt of the World : And ſhall 


we vain Wretches, who creep upon. 


this point, called in our high Con- 


- Ceits- the Terreſtrial Globe, fancy that: 


all -the Treaſures of Wiſdom and. 


Knowledge -are lodged among us? 


Why might not the poor Tnhabitants' 
of a Mole-hill enter their Pretenſions: 


to univerſal Thoughtfulnefs, and de- 
fie all-Policy, all Care or Providence 
beſidestheir own? And-yet hundreds 
of them are blown away by the 


Breath - of our Mouths, put by all 


their plodding and politicks, and pe- 
riſh in the ſurprizing deſolation of 
their Country, if we turn but our 
Foot -againſt them. And does not a 
Mole-hill bear as conſiderable a pro- 
portion to the Earth, as the Earth to 
the Univerſe 2 And muſt not we bs 


elteemed as inconfiderable, , when 


compared with-the larger Capacities 
and Extent of Thought in ſuperiour 
Beings, as inferiour Beings are when: 
* COme 


» 
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compared to us ? The meſt irreligi- 
ous Hypotheſis muft admit and 
confirm this. And thoſe -Perſons 
it & certainly have little concern fortheir 
tn Souls, who will venture their Happi- 
1 BE ncfs on this Preſumption, (0: 
1 © are- no cogitative intelligent Beings 
in the Univerſe beſides Mankind: 


3- And if Men cannot be ſo filly 
as to imagine, when they contem- 
s 8 plate the glorious Habitations above 
; © us, that there is not fome Being or 
. & Beings endowed with more excellent 
> B degrees of Thought and Wiſdom than 
; & themſelves are ; the force oftheſame 
 & Reaſon which extorts this Confeflion 
|. from them will lead them unto God. 

For let-a Man ſeriouſly conſider with 
himſelf in this manner ; There cer- 
tainly is ſome more wiſe and excel- 
lent Being than my Senſes can diſco- 
ver, or than ſenſual Men are aware 
of ; and Al be ty A 25 ar 
lieving wi inly this. He finds 
himſelf in a. pitiful and.mean condi- 

7 tion, compared with Fo porions ap- 
pearances of the Univ He per- 
ccives he is not «the cauſe of all the 
| WOn- 


*W an fr 1 


it any Reliyſon, Cc. 
Br Works nor the Contriver of 
| _— Motions;nor the Con- 
the harmonious and 

which the viſi- 

French preſents us with. Ard 
were a Man poſed to have the 
Wiſdom of an Angel, the fame Con- 
ſiderations-will naturally recur 
him. An Angel hath neither Thought 
nor Wiſdom” tionable to the 
Magnitude of the World, 

> -Capable of CE the order of its 
. Parts, and fit for m_—_—— the Af 
Fairs of the Whole ; muſt there- 
fore in humility look out, as we do, 


-for-a fuperiour and'more skil- 
ful Ln Hof and whatſoever | 
that Being is, which could frame, 
manage, and order this vaſt Fabrick 
of the World, in it our Expe&ations 
of the moſt comprehenſi ve Thought 
and Wiſdom muſt terminate at laft, 
and thisvG OD. . 

This Fe: of an Eternal Intelli- 
pence having a largeneſs of T 
_ by = = other Excel- 
encies, infinit urpaſſing ours, ;. 
might ſuffice any reaſonable Enqui- *: 6-7 
rer1nto our Belief of God ; —_ 'F 
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cauſe it may be expeRted from us to 
contider the above-mentioned Acrtri- 
butes or Properties of an Eternal Be- 
ing, we ſhall from them bring ſome 
concurring Evidence and Strength 
unto our holy Cauſe, 


vzy 


IL Immenſity is thenext Attribute 
of an Eternal Being. For, fince 'cis 
acknowledged on all ſides, that there 
is ſomething immenſe or withour 
Bounds, it is impoffible that that 
ſhould grow immenſe by time,which ® 
was not ſo from Eternity. Nay, the 
Lame Reaſons which prove an im- 
* menſe Being now, are of an eternal 
* Validity. As, whatſoever is bounded 
is bounded by ſomething eiſ: ; 2nd 
whatſoever that is which bounds the 
Extremines, or fixes the Limits, of all 
things bounded, muſt of idelf have 
no Bounds at all. Thus that which 
proves an immenſe Being ac-prefent 
proves the. ſame from -—_ 

And here we might digrets in the 
| contemplation of another myſterious 
| i Truth, did not the uſcfulneis of this 

7 Truth call more immediately for our 
* Regards and Improvement. 
6. B Our 


F 
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Our chief difficulty to be reſolved 
here, is, what is this Immente Being: 
and there are no other conceivabie 
Opinions for it, than that ir muſt be 
either ſuch a groſs Subſtance as we 
call Matter, or ſuch a fine and pure 
Subſtance as we call Spirit, or an 
empty Space: either Matter, Spirit,or 
Space,or altogether muſt be Immenſe. 


1. That an empty ſpace ſhould be 
Immenſe,can by no means be allow- 
ed : tho' the Atomical' Hypotheſis þ 
would ſuppoſe it. Space and Time# 
are but Modes of Exiſtence ; the one 
commenſurateto the Motion of Sub- 
ſtances, the other to their Magni-,, 
eude. Our beſt Divines and Philo-;; 
ſophers agree in this, , That where* 
there is no Body, there is no Space. } 
Ac leaſt chis is evident, that an __ 


' pty Space is but another Name for; 
nothing. And when you ſay an em-;;, 
ty Space is Immenſe, you ſay, no-* 
ching is Immenſe : which is an ab" 
ſurd predicating ſomething of no-/ 
thing, or a contradiction to the pre- 
cedent proof. 


2. That 
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23. That Matter , or this material 
World, ſhould be immenle, is extra- 
ordinary aſtoniſhing, if not impoſli- 
ble. An indefinite extenſion we can 
admit : For which of us ſhall nomi- 
nate the Bounds of the Divine Ope- 
rations ? But an infinite Extenſion, 
the diviſibility of a material Beihg 
will exclude : For whatſoever is di- 
viſible into parts, is bounded in all 
its parts; and whatever is bounded 
in all its parts, muſt needs be bound- 
ed in the whole, or have ends with- 
out end : which looks very like a 
Contradiction. Belides, 

If a Line bedrawn from this Point 
© aſcending, and may in the po- 
greſs of material parts be continued 
in i»fnirum, and the ſame Line drawn 
deſcending through the Centre of the 
Earth to our Antipodes, or (it you 
will) in infinitum ; on tile other hide, 
from kence will follow : r. That the 
alcending Line ſhall have as many 
parts as the aſ-ending and deſcend- 
ing put together. 2. That of two 
Lines, one thall have 10000 parts 
more than another , and yet they 
B 2 ſhall 
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ſhall be both equal ; equal both as 
to the length and number of parts. 
3. That it you add 10000 parts to 
your aſcending Line,it hath never the 
mo: eiand if youſubſtraRtro0090 ithath 
never leſs. 4. That if you ſubſtract as 
ny conceivable number trom the 
ys rn Line, it ſhall have as ma- 
ny parts, not only as it had, but as 
the ſubſtration, and aſcending, and 
deſcending put together, and even as 
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the Superticies and ſolid Content. F 


And what is this, but to make the 
part as big as the whole, the Line 
equal to the Superticies, to confound 
our cleare(t Notions of Diſtance and 
Magnitude ; and an hundred ſuch 
Abſurdities may be recounted, which 
if you are diſpoſed to Scepticilm, 
may make you very doubttul how 
you attribute Immenſity unto Mat- 
cer. 

3. And if we muſt attribute Im- 
menſity to ſome Subſtance, but not 
co ſugh a groſs one as is diviſible into 
parts, then we muſt attribute ie to 
ſome Subſtance of a purer kind : 
chat hath no parts, and is abſolutely 
indiviſible. Having removed the ewo 
tormer 
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former Opinions, we thereby eſta- 
bliſh the chird. : 

Fhe Sub'tance to which we attri- 
bute Immentity, we commontTy call 
Spi:1t : but becauſe words are aitum'd 
by the Conſent and Approbation of 
Men, we will have no quarrel about 
that : bzing willing to aliow you, and 
every Son of 4am, the Authority 
and Priviiege, ot calling Things by 
what Name; you pieaſe : but when 
we appropriate tl.e word Spirw tothe 
ſgnitication of the Divine Nature, 
we mean no other than an immenie 
Subſtance, diſtin from this viſible, 
diviſible, and material World. 

If you ſay, you can have no con- 
ception of this immenſe Spirit, and 
can much eaſier conceive this World 
co be immenſe, 'tis an{werd, 


1. That with the ſame facility that 
you conceive the Earth to be circum- 
{cribed, you may conceive the Li- 
mits of the Univerſe. The ſmall 
Globe on which we live, giving us 
the Idea of one prodigioully greater. 


B 3 2. That, 
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2. That, whatever you may ſay or 
fancy, you cannot conceive material 
Immenſity at all : for y «© cannot 
conceive any material Magriitude to 
which ſomething may not be ad- 
ded; and that Magnicuce to which 
Thought can always add ſomething, 
muſt neceſſarily be conceived wich 
its Bounds and Limits. 


3. It this World be imri1enſe, not 
only we, but the wiſe.c and moſt 
excellent Þcings in the Univerſe, (ex- 
cept an immenſe Spirit, which we 
are contending for) cannot poffibly 
conceive what it is, or tell what to 
make of it. For a finite Spirit, tho' 
coeternal with the World , might 
ſpend Millions and Millions of Ages, 
in travelling through the infinite A- 
partments and Habitations therein, 
and come never the nearer his Jour- 
ney's-end ; nor be able to inform 
himſelf what mianner of Thing the 
World, in all its parts, is. Nay, two 
finite Spirits might travel Millionsot 
Apes with exceeding velocity each 
roward other, and that in the ſxme 
right 
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right Line, and never meet. Why 
will you ſay then, *tis ſo eaſieto con- 
ceive this World immenſe, when on 
the ſuppoſa! of its Immenlity, none, 
but an infinite Spirit, either by tis 
own peregrination, or EXperien.c, or 
information from others, can -outit- 
bly know or conceive What Kt 1s. 


4. The conception of an Intin:te 
or [mmenſe Spirit,is not clogg'd with 
any of theſ: Drticilties : tor, con- 
ceiving this Worid , as having its 
Fences and Bounds pur to it, by an 
Almighty Power, and ſhaped into 
the molt periect, that is a Splizrical 
Figure ; whatſoever we conceive be- 
yond that, that is, beyond all Bounds, 
muſt needs be Immenſz. And there 
our Minds muſt prefently fix, with- 
out any rambling or indenie Ex- 
curſions : the Majelty of God {wal- 
lowing up all our T houghts at once, 
and allowing us no material ſtevs, 
no divitih!s progretfions to go on 
turcher by. God give a Blethng to 
theſe Thoughts ; which proving an 
eternal and immenſ=: Subſtance, and 
excluding this viſible and material 

B 4 World 
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World from any Claim thereto, leads 
us to the acknowledgment of his ſpi- 
_ immenſe and undivided Ef- 

nce. 


-- 


II. Immutability is another Actri- 
bate of an Erernal Being, which we 
{hall endeavour in this Paragraph to 
—_— and prove. 

y Immutability we mean, not 
only exemption trom change in 


Mind, Manners, and Condude, as 


we have it in ordinary Aﬀairs , but 
{ach a ſtable, unaltering cominuance 
as is not liable to the Cauſes or Sym- 
ptoms of Change ; that is; Motion 
or Succefion. Many arethe Diſputes 
hereupon ; Whether Eternity be a 
thing fixt and immutable, or tranſj- 
ent and fucceſlive. The Prejudices 
of this irreligious Age, affet the 
Minds even of the Religious , and 
make them ſhy of aſſerting that with 
any confidence, which others have 
the Impudence to lavgh at. Whois . 
there that is not almoſt willing to 
confeſs * Boethius's Definition of Eter- 


| © nity, a pious Whim, a well-meaning 
; Canjolar..5. Extravagance ; and yield Etenity 


co 


Reafor and Religion, &c. 25 
to be a duration of infinite Succefh- 
ons. In oppoſition to which we need- 
not be afraid to ſtate thefe. Afﬀer- 
t10Ns. ery 

All Succeffions are finite, Nothing 
which hath any Changes, Motions, 
or Succeffions, can' be eternal. Etrer- 
nity muſt be fomething ſtable, fim- 

- ple, indivifibte and immutable. 

And here we might be contented 
to ſhew you, that this Immntabiliry 
of the Eternal Being, and therefore 

f of Eternity itſelf, will follow from 


the former Paragraph : for, a fpiri- 
tually, im , or indiviſible Be- 
ing, wuſt have an indivrifible Dura- 
tione, Where there is no ſucceflion 
of Parts, for the meafuring of Ma- 
gnicude, there can be no Yariations 
or Motions to meafure Duration by ; 
but ur ragy* it is beſt, r——__ 
ticular Paragraph hat 
*y itſelf, Ceetep ola eo = 
| recourſe to what went before, eſpe- 
cially in Arguments of this mement, 


therefore confider further. 


1. That no Numbers, Saccefſions, 
or Periods of Time can be an-ade- 
B s quate 
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quate meaſure of Eternity, or bring 
us any thing nearer to a notion of ir. 
Which certainly thoſe People do not 
rightly weigh, who wonder that we _ 
have not a larger date of time from 
the Sacred Writings than 5ooo or 
6006 years. They think ſurely the 
World is of a much older ſtanding 
than ſo, though they will not be po- 
ſitive for its Eternity. But when 
they reyolve in their Minds, that the 
further they go on in the numeration 
of Years or BeS, they come never 
che nearer to Eternity ; that a Mi- 
nute bears as conſiderable a propor- 
tion to Eternity as Ten thouſand mil- 
lions of Ages ; their Wonder will be 
over, and they will perceive it 1s the 
ſame thing, whether they conſider 
the World as many millions of Years 
old, or in the very moment of its 
Creation. 

Thar Duration then, 'which can- 
not be made either longer or ſhorter, 
by any additions or ſubſtractions, 
which cannot be meaſured by any 
periodical Revolutions, can have no' 
Parts. Like is meaſured by like : 
Our partible Times and Scaſons are 
mea- 


meaſured by partible and fucceflive 
Motions: and our Thoughts apply- 
ing the oe to the other, can add or 
ſubſtract as we ſee good. Add 366 
diurnal courſes ofthe Sun to a Thou- 
land Years, and it makes the whole 
duration'a Year longer. But the 
Ecernal Being is the ſame yeſterday, 
and to day, and for ever : notolder 
to day than a Thouſand years ago; 
nor will be older a Thouſand years 
hence : for that which by deſcend- 
ing grows older and older, by aſcend- 
ing will prove younger and younger. 
But noduration can be older or lon- 
ger than Eternity : nor younger, or 
of a freſher date, if_ ic be eternal. 
Which ſhews, That Eternity is ano- 
ther kind of a Dyration from our 
Times, and the Ecernal being diffe- 
rent fromevery thing that is change- 
able and various ; and having no 
parts or periods applicable to it, five 
us leave to ſay, poſleſles the tame 
never-ending Life with equal perfe- 
ion and ſtabilicy, thro' all Ages. 

2. Many arethe Abſurdities which 
follow from the ſuppoſal of infinice 
Succeſitons ; for the right pre 
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ding which take thefe two Admoni- 
tions along with you. Firſt, That of 
Succeffions or Numbers infinite, one 
is not greater or lefs than another : 
For wherein foever one Number'or 
Succeffion is greater or exceeded by 
another, therein you ſuppoſe one of 
them ro* be finite. Secondly, That 
what is poſitively true in- one Age, 
the circumſtances continuing always 
alike, muſt be true to.” ity. 
Their Uſe follows. Have there then, 
ſay you, been infinirce Succeſfions, 
and the ' Generations of Men and 
Beaſts, the Vicifiirndes of Night and 
Day, of Summer'and Winter, es 
and Seaſons, from Eternity ; then 
eying the firſt Admonition, from 
hence will follow, that there have 
been as many Heads as "Hands;*as 
many Hands as Fingers, as many 
Fingers as Joynts, as many Men as 
Men and Beaſts put together, as ma- 
ny Beaſts-as Beaffs and Men putto- 
gether, as many Birds as Feathers, as 
many Birds as Men, Beaſts, Bires, 
Hairs, Feathers put togerher ; as 
_ es as Years, as many Years 
as Months, Weeks, Days, Hours, w__ 
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- If you are diſpoſed to draw back, 
and care not to let down theſe mon- 
ſtrous Confequences, you muſt like- 
wiſe relinquith -che Principte, from 
whence they fo evidently flow: For 
if there hare not beenas many Heads 
as Hairs, &c.' then the Generations 
of Men mult be finite ; and reckon- 
ink Men by the Polt, as much asthe 
number of : Men : is & 
Hands; 'Hairs, &c. ſo m at ] 
they fall ſhort - of Infinity : Bur if 
you have Courage to- detend theſe 
Conſequences, and-will- run aft ha- 
zards on this ſuppoſition, that there 
have 'been a5 many Heads as Hands 
or Hairs ; then we muſt det the 
fecond Admonition againſt you thus. 
If in this Age, or 4he compals of a 
Thouſand” Years, there are more 
Hairs than Heads, more Years than 
Minutes, &c. then aſcend or deſcend 
as far-as you can, or as far as it is 
poffible there ſhould be theſe Suc- 
ceſfions, and their number muſt be 
conſtantly unequal.” And fince your 
Infinity equals all things, in theſe 
fucce Generations or Seafons 


We 


there can be no progreflion to it. 
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We might produce you great ſtore 
of like Abſurditics, if your Stomach 
would bearthem.But thoſe abovemen- 
tioned will try the Strength of your 
digeſtive faculty: and it may be hoped 
the operation they will have may 
prove rather medicinal than noxious, 
and carry off with themſelves this 


Fancy of Infinite Succeflions, with. 
other groſs Humours, which while 
they lurk in the Mind, diſtempecr its. 


Conſticution. | 

3- The force of the former Argu- 
ments, for the immutability, of the 
Ecernal Being, will more clearly ap- 
pear, by a good refutation of the 
chief QbjeRion to it. It muſt be 
expected, that Irreligious Men will 
have ſomething to ſay, though it be 
little to the purpoſe. And that they 
may not complain of wanting a fair 
hearing, -the utmoſt that the Wir of 
Man can invent, ſhall now be con- 
ſidered. They may ſay, There have 
been Infinite Succefſians paſt, as well 
as there will be in the times and du- 
ration to come : and as we believe 
the Sun, and Moon, and Men may 
endure for ever, ſo whatever we may 

0 
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objet againſt their exiſting from 
Eternity, will be as ſtrong againſt 
our Belief of their exiſting to Erer- 
nity. 

Many Anſwers, were we pinched 
with this Objetion, might be made 
to it ; but how formidable ſoever it 
may look, there are eſpecialiy two, 
which may be freely given by us,and 
may be ſatisfactory to you. 


I. Men, it is true, and- other 
things may endure for ever, but not 
in the way of Succeſſion and Gene- 
ration. 

As we believe a firſt Man, fo we 
believe a laſt ; and, when thg times 
appointed by the Almighty fhall be 
fulfilled, a ſtop ſhall be put unto the 
Generations of Men. There ſhall be 
no further progreſs in the propaga- 
tion of their kind. We wait for the 
accompliſhment of God's Ele& : and 
the Promilſe of ſuch a ſtate, when ir 
ſhall be no longer with Men as it is 
here on Earth : when there ſhall be 
no marrying nor giving in Marriage, 
the deſtin&tions of Youth and QlId- 
age, of Great and Small, of Gene- 

ration 
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ration and Corruption, being: done 
away. | 

The like may be faid of the Sun 
and Moon : For tho' they be faith- 
ful Witneſſes in Heaven, and ſerve 
for the diſtinftions of Times and 
Seaſons, Days and Years, yet we al- 
ſo wait for their diffolution ;; the fi- 
nal conflagration will put a period 
to their Motions, clofe up their Suc- 
cefions, level all their Changes, and 
the Revolutions of their time will be 
ſwallowed up in Eternity : and the 
ſame that we fay ofthe Periods allot- 
ted to the Sun, may be applied to 
the reft of the Stars, either alternate- 
ly, or altogether, as it ſhalt pleafe God 
to order it. 

So far we labour under no great 
Difficulties : what we have objeaed 
to your Infinite Succeflions doth not 
affet us. For, as we believe a begin- 
ning of the Generations of Men, of 
Night and Day, of Summer and 
Winter, ſo we believe an end of 


' them. But we may Anſwer, 


IL There i5 a great difference be- 
tween Eternity and Perpetuiry : - 
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beeween that Duration which is 
comprehenſive of all Time, and that 
which is only comprehenſive of the 
Time to come. - That Duration 
which hath no beginning muſt be 
Infinite : but that Duration which 
hath a beginning muſt be Finite, 
rake what meaſure you will of it. 
There can be no Infmite Number, 
and therefore no Succeflions, which 
we contend for, and which we mea- 
ſure by Number, can be Infinite, tho' 
they endure forever. Eternity a perre 
pof (as they call ie) hath for ever an 

nd, becauſe it hath a Beginning : 
but abſolute Eternity having no Be 
ginning, hath no End. It will be 
very convenient to make this as plain 
as may be; becanſe it may ſeem 
ſtrange, and is really, if erue, of con- 
ſiderable imporeanice. 

Begin any Succeſſion with the 
number One, and go on adding (as 
it may be) as faſt as the Succeſſion 
happens : and becauſe numbers may 
be continually added, if the Succeſh- 
on ſhall laſt for ever, it ſhall for ever 
be Finite. Your Succefhion having 
a Beginning, you can for ever _ 

- ure 
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ſure it by a Number : and coming 
back when you will, you can for 
ever come to an End. Suppoſe this 
the firſt year of the Sun's enlightnin 

the Earth : and this annual courſe 
was to remain for ever-: and the 
Reader of this Book appointed, by 
the King of Hcaven, as an Ever- 
laſting Regiſter of Times and Sea- 
ſons : he may eaſily be ſenſible that 
he hath no very difficult Employ - 
ment ; one day at moſt in Ten thou- 
{and Years would be ſufficient for it, 
His Marks and Numbers may be as 
comprehenſive as he pleafes : he can 
always add his Numbers as the Ages 
go of, and for ever prove them Fi- 
nite, (as every Number in Reaſon 
muſt be, and) even viſibly, by having 
recourſe unto his firſt point. You 
therefore do greatly err, if you fancy 
as much may be ſaid for clearing Ab- 
ſurdities from Succeſlions eternally 
paſt, as from Succeflions in the afte;r- 
Eternity. Becauſe tho' you think 
Aſcending and Deſcending from a 
Point given may be the ſame, yet it 
is not. Aſcending from a Point gi- 
ven in Succeflions which have no be- 
ginning, 


Reaſon and Religion, &c. 


8 JF ginning; you come to no end in the 
Y f Aſcent,and have only a ſuppoſed one 
1 $to aſcend from, ( Eternity being ſtill 


: 
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Current) and therefore have no end 
at all : But in deſcending in the af. 
ter-Eternity you have a real Begin- 
ning to deſcend from, and come back 
to; and therefore where-ever. you 
ſtop, you have two Ends, and your 
Succellion is for ever numerable and 
fhnite. 

More may be ſaid for clearing this 
Objection, but this doubtleſs is ſuff- 
cient : for if Succeflions of Night 
and Day, or even of Thought, the 
utmoſt that can be made of it ſhall 
laſt for ever, they ſhall be for ever 
finite, as we ſay, becauſe theſe Suc- 
ceſſions ſhall for ever have a begin- 
ning, and may be numbred : they 
may be perpetual, but not properly 
eternal. Or, we may juſtly queſtion, 
whether any bene Il laſt for 
ever or no : and if there be occaſion 
we can poſitively deny it. 

Could any other Obje&ion to the 
Immucability of the Ercrnal Being, 
be imagined worth anſwering, it 
ſhould have its place here. Bur, the 
main 
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main Fortreſs being broken, other 
bcele Refuges of Infidelity will fall of 
courſe. And if, as ic hath been pro- 
ved, the common Sncceflions and 
Changes of the World cannot have 
been from Eternity, then that which 
is eternal muſt be a Being, as Eterni- 
ry irfelf is, without parts, diviſion, 
or mutability. Would you be help'd 
to ſome notion of this, ſhut your E. es 
to, and draw off your Mind from a!l 
corporeal Changes and Snecefiions, 
and think of an eternally-current. 
Unity, and you are not very far 
from it. 

HI. Perfeftion is the Jaft Attribute 
of an Eternal Being, which we are 
ro your of. And, as on the one' ſide 

| he looks with very little Judgment 
on this viſible World, who paſting 
ehro' the ſeveral ranks and gradations 
of Beings init, is not enclin'd to the 
belief ot one moſt perfet ; ſo on the 
other, the moſt perfet Duration 
muſt have a compleatneſs of all Ex- 
cellencies ; and it is not to be ima- 
gined, that an Eternal Being ſhould 
acquire Perfedtions in Time which it 
kad not from Eternity. 5 
| et- 
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Better and better includes worſe 
and worſe, _ theſe pow mak ne 
ceeding inan Eternal Being, 

a liableneſ coall lr Age: 
which is the linking of chings in- 
compatible, Perfe&tion and Imperte- 
_ Eternity and Alteration toge- 
cher. 

To fix this Attribute of PecfeRtion 
in the general Compages of the Uni- 
verſe, is very abſurd ; as if thatcould 
be oy —_ taken alcogether, 
which hath many ImperieRions in 
its ſeyeral parts: as fin and wicked- 
neſs, deviation from what is righe 
and good, grievous corruptions and 
continual changes : and if theſe viſi- 
ble ImperfeRtions put together, can 
never be conſtitutive 6f PerfeRion, 
then we muſt lodge PerfeRion 1n 
ſome inviſible Being, ſupreamly ex- 
cellent, having no Corruptions, ho 
Changes ; that is, no Imperications 
in his Nature. 

Beſides, Perfection is properly a 
Colle&ion and Summingwp of the 
other above-mention'd Atcributes ; 
and reſulting from their ſeveral parti- 
cular Powers or Branches , is beſt 


pro- 
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proved by them. If there be an e- 
rernally cogitarive Being, he muſt be 
eternally wiſe ; and Wiſdom being 
the Spring and General Root of oth 
bleſſed Qualities, he muſt be ikewil 
juſt and good. If there be an Im 
menſe Being, he muſt be Omnipe 
rent: If a Being Immutable, hemuſt 
poſſeſs perfe& Simplicity, Purity and 
Holineſs ; that is, 

The Eternal Being muſt have a 
perfe&t Union of all Bleſſed Qualities 
in his Nature ; of Wiſd#m, Juſtice, 
Goodneſs, Power, and Holineſs, and 
this is GOD. 


Our Argumentation hath hitherto 
procceded on the irrefragable Prin- 
ciples of Truth. Some Men may 
cavil at the whole, but can find no 
flaw in its connection, no weakneks 
in the parts ; and it carries this ad 
vantage along with ir, that if it 
falſe, nothing can be proved true; 
and if it be true, all contrary o 
nions or Pretences muſt be neceſſa- 
rily falſe : whereby it may ſeem ſu 
perfluous to conſider any other Hy 
potheſis, being aſſur'd of the Trut 
Ol 
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of this; as it would indeed, were it 
not for the Anticipations crept into 
Mens Minds, from which they are 
nor ſo effe&ually driven by any ſud. 
den violence, unleſs ſupernatural, as 
gradually wean'd from. And what 
50-Y tollows, is an Indulgence of cheir Hu- 
ultY monr ; not conſtraind by any ne- 
nd ceflity, bur conceded for che preſenc 
hardneſs of their Hearts. It may 
* af pleaſe God' to open their Eyes for 
ws diſcerning his heavenly Truth, when 
0 they are T little ſuffer'd wo go on in 
ndj their own ways : like the Prodigal 
Son, they may deem it moſt expe- 
dient to return to their Father's 
to} Houſe, when after various Perplexi- 
n-f ties they find their own extravagant 
ay Inventions conſpiring to bring them 
no} to it. 'Tis a preſent Unhappineſs to 
r be involved in Error ; but 'tis no 
t matter where we begin to get 
be oy it, or what Dan . and By- 
e;l ways we travel thro, it we recover 
21-S the right at laſt, and come in Sea- 
4 __ and Safety unto our Journeys- 
ug end. 


H. Having 
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IL Having in the former part 
clear'd the firſt Hypotheſis, and fee 
the Principles of Truth in a compe- 
cent Light, we ſhall now undertake 
to 'render the Patrons of Infideli 
ſelf-condemn'd, and deſtroy their 
Preſumption, even by their own 
\ Principles. 

x. Let us begin with that fancy un- 
accountably invented for irecing 
Mankind from the Fear of God, by 
{uppoſing this World derived its Ori- 
einal from the fortuitous Motions of 
eternal and unguided Matter. , By 
what fortuicous Rovings of the Mind, 
the Defenders of this Opinian. firſt 
hit upon it, is almolt as unconceiva- 
ble as the Opinion itſelf 5 and its 
ever entring into the Heart of Man, 
is che beſt Argument that can be 
made for it. Nothing may ſeem ad- 
vanced above the Power of Chance ; 
and one would imagine, innumera- 
ble Thoughts might have an eternal 
Rendezvous. in the Soul, and never 
combine or jump into ſuch a Prin- 
ciple. To inſtance in the Abſurdi- 
ties following from it, would be la- 

bour 
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bour in vain: And if any in this Age 
are ſo void of Reaſon as to be taken 
with that which hath not ſo much as 
the Appearance of it, there is no di- 
ret way of arguing with ſuch Peo- 
ple: And it ſhews the deplorable De- 
pravation of ſome Mens Natures, who 
rather than believe in Ged, will be- 
lieve any thing. Should any have this 
Fancy running in their. head, That 
all the Churches in the Nation grew 
out of the Earth, like Muſhromes in 


one night; or that * all the Ships in * As fereral 
an Harbour did ariſe from the Froth Þlicv<d 
and Ebullitions of the Sea, it would prat-'s 
not be agreeab'e to the Profeſſion of a *Þ:ps in 
Philoſopher to undercake cheir Cure, ariſe from 
We may pity or ſmile at the Fooliſh: Crs 
nefs of the Fancy, but cannot help it. i the Wa- 
But as Perſons not endowed with the *r- 


firmeſt Judgment are beſt dealt wich 
by complying with their Humour , 
by ſuppoſing as they do, That a blind 
impotent Wretch, for inſtance, is the 
moſt powerful Prince living, thereby 
to draw them off from ah extravagant 
and harmful purſuance of their Fan- 
cies ; ſo if any ones Reaſon have come 
by ſuch an — chance, that no- 
thing can make him believe otherwiſe 


F<, than 
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\ than chat blind Matter and Motion 
are the only powerful forming Princi- 
ples of Things, the only Kindneſs he 
is capable of ; that he may not purſue 
this Perſuaſion to his utter Perdition, 
is, for a while to ſuppoſe as he does, 
and to try if by any other means he 
may be kept within ſome Bounds of 
Reipe& unto a ſuperiour Being. And, 
i» When they think of this Opini- 
on, they may do well to think of the 
Authors of it ; who, as far as we can 
learn, unanimouſly profeſſed their Be- 
lief of a Divine Nature. 
What Aoſchws the Thyrian, who is 
ſuppoſed to live before the Trojan War, 
 *Srale and to maintain the Atomical Hy- 
of ©48"->'6: potheſis, thought of God, we have 
| no. Account of. Strebo does but juſt 
mention him ; and that with great 
*Þ Uncertainty. Nor have we any Pro- 
TY babilities to perſuade us, eicher from 
the Time or Place in which he lived, 
| = his —_ was repleat with ſuch a 
* Scheme of Opinions as the followin 
Os Ss in Ao bet A 
4 L..!. cannot think him worſe than + Empe- 


in Avy. Car. p. 253. Cic. de Net. Deer. |. 1. a O—_— of 
Theephilus ngainſt ocles, we cannot allow,” Which you have 
8d Autolycum |. 3. for he ſays as bad of the Seoecks 1. 2. and may 
be in behalf of Empedocles, by Athenagoras, Lattenting, 


aad other Clrifti | docles, 
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docles, * Democritzs, and | Epi- * Dieg. Laert. in with 


Plut. de Pla. Phil. L. 15% 
carur, Who are all of them ..; iq Nat. Door 


very free in their Diſcourſes |. '  _. 
of : Divine Nature. cara 

Lucret uu s m_ ſpeak for | cngeedonny *; - 4 
chem all, did not Epicurzs .; es ane 
himſelf give us this Pofetl- com pace Fan Ll 
on of his Faith in God ; © *** 
That God is.s Bleſſed and Immortal 
Being ; and that he is not impious* £497.is Þ 
who denies the Gods of the Mulititude, *** 
but he who applies the Notions of the 
Multitude unto God, Many indeed 
who have jump'd in with the Hypo- 
theſis of Epicurws, have led Lives un- 
worthy of his Patern, and ſpoke more + rar. is. 
flightingly of Matters which we ought 2% & 
eo revere, than he did. But, mult it 0pm. 
not be very incongruous to follow 
ſuch Leaders in their Dance in the 
Dark, through the Eternal Windings 
and Revolutions of Matter and Moti- 
on, and yet leave them when they 
come out of this Maze, and fj 
ſomething like themſelves of an Im- 
mortal Being. 

2. Nor do the Words only, but the 
very Principles of theſe Men, who have 
ſpoke ſo much of Acoms, Matter, and 
Motion, lead unto the Belief of God. 

C 2 'Tis 
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Tis true, it hath been objeed to them, 
that they do, after ſome ſort, deny 

* Cic. d& * the Exiſtence of God, that is, by 
N«7-D4: Conſequence; or, that they owned 
and profeſſed it only as they joyn'd in 
4 Plutarch Religious Rites, | for fear of the Mul. 


px titude. Buc you will not think the 
* Life of Epi- Obje&ion ſufficient to prove them 


erm. ſuch great Hypocrites, when you con- 
ſider their _ to prove the - - rr 
| : ins ON 1Ome || certain Principle, 
MN wage. which is able to break the 
| Prem queddam grafact Fetters and Power of Fate ; 
2. Cic. de Fato. and that' Epicurns * himſelf 
F ® Djog. Laert. in Epi- fays, 'Tis much herter to 
= belicve all the Fabulous Re- 
lations of the Heathen Deities, than to 
c_—_ our ſelves under the Servitude 

and Dominion of natural Fatality. 


Tis, indeed, a Difficulty in that 
__ not eaſily to be digeſted, 


That ſuch rational Creatures as we 
take our felves to be, ſhould be under 
the Tyranny of circumambicent Mat- 
ter: That we who ſometimes have 
proud Thoughts of our ſelves, and look 
with Diſdain on Things below us, 
ſhould be little better than Logs of 
Wood floating on impelling W aters, 
and hurried down the Stream of Eter- * 
nicy 
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* here and there, but be forced to Speak, . 
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nity by Cauſes which have neicher 
Senſe nor Reaſon in them. Some 
may pleaſe themſelves with Talk at | 
this rate : Suppoſing God to be no- 19 
thing, Man little different from the y 
Brutes, and Brutes littke better than fo 
many ſenſeleſs Machines, *thac is, {o 
many Tools made up of Matter, put 
together by Thance, and guided by 
neceſſary Impulſes, they know not 
how, d then, for fo mighe even a 
generous Epicurean fay; before I would 
have-ſuch a Cheat put upon me by 
Univerſal Nature, before I would be 
affronted with the ſeeming Concefli- 
ons of Choice and Reaſon, and Do- 
minion over my felt, without the real 
Poſleflion, x 

Were I to chuſe what Fleſh 1'would wear, Rochellers 

T bad rather be a Monk!y or 4 Bear, Satyr 

Or any Thing but that proud Animal againſt 

Which boaſts it ſelf is bring Rational. Man. 

It would not vex one half ſo much to 
be an inanimate Lump, kick d up and 
down the Streets by a Being better 
than ones ſelf, as to lye at the Mercy 
of a piriful and ignoble Crowd, not 
only to be trampled upon and tols'd 


- 
: | 
_ 
»; 


Debate, Think, and Believe, as every. 
C 3 Up- 
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Upſtart in Nature, every Turn of 
E blind and tumultuous Matter ſhall 
make its Inſults upon us. The Soul 
of Epicurw abhorred ſo mean a 
Thought, and would admit of any 
Abſurdity, rather than not introduce 
a felf-commanding Principle, which 
miphe break the Chain of Fate, and 
maintain the Freedom and Dignity of 
an Intelligent Being, againſt the Ne- 
ceffitation of outward Cauſes. Be it 
ſo then, moſt excellent Epicurus; we 
will not take the Advantage of this 
Conceſlion to juſtle thee and thy 
Atoms againſt each other, by ſhewing 
how impoſlible it is that a voluntary 
rational Agent ſhould be produced by 
the Motions of irrational unintelligent 
| Matter, or that the Pretence of a de- 

| + Cicero 4 clining Atom will not + defend us from 
| _—_ the Danger of fatal Neceflity. Let us 
follow the Suppoſition as far as it will 
lead us, 'Tis neceſſary, it ſeems, that 
there ſhould be a Principle of Free- 
Will, which checks and over-rules the 
otherwiſe fatal Progreſſion of outward 
Cauſes. Is it fo only here npon the 
I. De. 75 Earth, or alſo in thoſe | innumerable 
Epiceri, & Worlds and Habitations which we will 
Te. | 2. grant are not believed in vain, 1f fo, 


as 
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as certainly there is as much Reaſon | 
for the one as the other, then here is 
a Ground for believing innumerable 
intelligent Beings, which all over che 
Univerſe are the Lords paramount, 
- and endawed with a Divine Preroga- 
tive of controuling the blind Efforts, 
and guiding the w——_— Tendency of 
irrational Agents. What theſe Intelli- 
gences ſhouid be, and why they may 
not have Power and Wiſdom as far 
different from us as the glorious Aparc- 
ments of Heaven differ from this Earth 
of ours; or why they may not con- 
cern themſelves about us, by their Per- 
fecions ſupplying what is defeQive in 
us, and helping entirely to redeem us 
from the Dominion of Neceſlity ; or, 
why this Principle may not Carry us 
to an univerſal Inteligence , whoſe 
ſupream Will and Power may break 
and over-rule the univerſal] Power of 
Fate, is not fo eaſily anſwered. Which 
may induce us to believe, that what 
* Epicurxs ſpoke and writ of Sanity 
and Piety to the Gods, and of an ex- , p. 
celling and tranſcendent Nature, was Leers. in 
not merely Verbal, but an agrecable _ Fa. 
Conſequence of his other Opinions : Deer. 1. 1. 
and that the Saying of } Cotts might t Cic. de * 


4 be fn Deer. 


o 
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be true ehough, That he never ſaw 
any one more afraid than he was of 
what he ſaid there was no Reaſon to 
fear, that is, Death and the Gods, But 
to leave Epicurus, who might now and 
then have his melancholick Fits, and 
ealk a little too highly and incoherent- 
ly of God and Man. 

3. Let us advance one Step nearer 
unto his Diſciples ; who make as bold 
with his Hypotheſis, to take in or leave 
| out according as the Fir works with 
| Crcudle #a.them , as || he did with his Maſter 
j-bs Democritss., 

You fhall not be tied to any One's 
Opinion of God, nor be bound to 
maintain Free Will in Man, nar to 
anſwer a great many troubleſome 
Queſtions, How ſenſeleſs diſorderly 
Matter could poſſibly jump into 
Thought and Order. Appl your 
. A Mind to the Motions an Fake 
Va Reſults of Matter, and follow the Gui- 
dance of it, through its viſible Train 
and Conſequences, how fatal ſoever 
the Event may prove. Mind onl 
what you ſay, and compare it wich 
what you ſee, and with Faithfulneſs 
expec the Iſſue. 
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I. Some- 
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I. Something, which you cannot 
believe is any other than Matter in. 
Motion, hath produced ſuch intelli- 
gent thinking Beings as we call Men. 
Let us come from whence you will, 
here we are; gorerning, uſing, and 
recreating ourleives with inferiour 
Creatures ; | debating the Nature of 
Trath-and Falſhood, Good and Evil, 
and managing our Afﬀairs with much 


Wiſdom and Precaution. 
IE. We lift up our Eyes to Heaven, 


and there we obſerve che Sun and the 
Stars, Bodies of a wonderful, Magni- 
mide, moving in an indeterminable 
Space, in an invariable Order, , and at 
a vaſt Diſtance from us. Hath our 
Atoms provided fo rarely for us, as to 
| frame ſuch a glorious Canopy |} mere-|| Lucret.Ls. 


ly for our Benefit, for ſach mortal (/©45% 
Machines, ſuch Tools of Neceflity ro 
look _ Is all Nonſenſe, and no- 
thing but vain gliſtering- beyond this 
Earth of ours? Or, it we might have 
a compleat View of the Glories repre- 
f ſented to us in fo-narrow a compaſls, , ,. 
* might we not expect to meet with n-ceſe ei 
our Match, and find Beings which {;, 9 
have Senſe, and Thought, and Reafon gr-{ me- 
as well as we? fers ai que 
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HI. And if it be a Piece of Folly 
and Preſumption in Man to think 
himſelfthe only Wiſe, ic is nor much 
les, to think himſelf che Wiſeſt Being 
in the Univerſe. The Barbarous Ame- 
ricans, before their Commerce and Ac- 
quaintance with the European World, 
might with much greater Reaſon ſup- 
themſelves the moſt Police and 
owing, the moſt Skilful in all Ares 
and Sciences of any People upon Earth, 
becauſe they had Knowledge and Skill 
bearing ſome Proportion to an Earth- 
ly State ; but the Wiſeſt of us all are 
much ſhort of what may be expeated 
and ſuppoſed in Heaven. Could you 
have fo. mean an Opinion of Nature as 
to ſtint the Powers thereof to the Pro- 
ducion of Beings no better than our 
ſelves; Could you be fo weak as to 
fancy the Intelligences in all, even in- 
finitely diſtant Apartments, are of the 
{ame Kind and Capacities, equally un- 
happy, equally perplexed about the 
Origin, and Miniſtration, and End of 
Things, and as ignorant of Us as we 
are of Them ; That Nature ſhould nor 
make one Being that could give a more 
certain Account of its Operations than 
we can, and enquire why any one 
jhould 
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ſhould believe otherwiſe, ic may be , 
anſwered, from the different Contex-. 
eures and Varieties of Matter. If, in- 
deed, all the Habitations in the Uni- 
verſe were of the ſame kind, it makes 
the Argument more probable, That 
all'the Inhabicants mighe be of the 
ſame kind too. But if there be great 
Variety in the Coalition and Segrega- 
tions of Matter ; if the more fine, 
ative, and tenujous, be ſeparated 
from the more groſs, heavy, and un- 
active ; if ſome Parts of the Univerſe 
have ſenſibly and certainly more Hear 
and Vigour than others; Why ſhpuld 
we not beheve as much Variety in the 
ruling Inhabicants that are placed there- 
in 2 Ic will not be needful at this time 
to give a Scheme of the World, or to 
refle& on the Fookſhneſs of Epicuras, Gy | 
who thought the Sun not above two-\' ;," 2h. 
Foot broad, or about the Bigneſs of a ?/-c-1. 
retty large Wheel, which needs only ©*'© 

bei laugh'd at. The innumerable 

Worlds ſuppoſed by him will ſerve our 

Turn as well. We have here Hear 

and Cold, Light and Darknefs, and'a 

Conſtitution tolerably ſuiced fer bear- 

ing theſe Changes : Bue when we fee 

ons Star diltering from another Star in 

Glory, 
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# Cic. de Nat. Deer. |. 1. 


rigen. cont. Cell: pa, ” . 
__ '. Celjam, (if + we mult call it a Bod ) 


Temuis enim Na 
Deun | 


nfibu 
&ret. | 


Glory, we 'muſt ſuppoſe a more glo- 
rious and beatifying Concourle ( of 
Atoms if you _ ) in ſome Parts 
than in others; where, a Light too 
{ſplendid for mortal Eye to approach, 
and a Heat too vigorous for Fleſh and 
Blood to endure, adorns and refines 
both the Place and the Produats of it: 
The Blackneſs and Tawnineſs cauſed 
by too near Approaches to the Sun, is 

little other than the Scum of a filth 
and over-heated Nature. But thole 
Beings whoſe Inheritance is in ſuper- 
abounding Light, muſt have Natures 
pou and defecate, clarified from the 
regs and Corruptions of an Earthly 
State, not fo properly * cor- 


corpxs, a Body; 


'&s {| tenuious and ſpiritual, dit- 


- pr Bar fering in proportion,as much 
S. 


from us, as Heaven from 

Earth. Thus you arc kd at 
leaſt unto the Heathen Deities, unto 
an innumerable Company of Heaven- 
ly Intelligences, or (if we may begin 
co ſpeak in the Language of Chriſti 
anity ) to the Acknowledgment of 
Angels and Archangels, 


IV. Nor 


& 
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IV. Nor is it reaſonable for us to 
ſtop here, but on the ſame Founda- 
tion we may raiſe our Belief of a Su- 
pream Intelligence ; in whom the ſe- 
veral Powers and Perfe&ions in Nature 
do moſt eminently concenter. Thoſe 


Principles from whence we infer. the 
Exiſtence of Beings -in all Ranks of 


PerteQ&ion higher and more excellent 


wa our 6p bog —_— much 
ing of the Queſtion, be ſuppoſed 
ns the Exiſtence of rs Te 
High. And if our Materialifts ſhall 
require for this, ſome evident Sym- 
ptoms and Indications in Nature; and. 
ſhall profeſs their Belief of 
Intelligences, from the Appearance of 
more'blefſed and glorious Habications, 
but not of a Supream Intelligence, be- 
cauſe the Exiſtence of a moſt Bleſſed 
Place, which may be the Throne, Pa- 
lace, or Reſidence of the Supream Be- 
ing is not fo viſible unto them ; it may 
be anſwered, 

1. That they beg the Queſtion as 


. much as we. They ſuppole there is 


| 


[ 


no Supream Intelligence, we ſuppoſe 
there E - and fo fs we are nay 
conſidering the Ranks of Beings, have 
the Advantage in Their own _— 
theſis, 2. That 


£ 
: 
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2. That the Unity of the God-head, 
tho' a certain Truth, is not abſolute] 
_— to the Enforcement of Rel: 
gion ; for the moſt ignorant Heathen, 
whoſe Faith and R could not car- 
ry them beyond a Multitude of Gods, 
were nevertheleſs very Devourt and 
Religious in their Way : So that whe- 
ther there be one God or more, you 
cannot but be under a Divine Influence 
to a Religious Life. 

3- That our Belief of a Supream Be- 
ing.need not depend on the fuper- 
emi of any 9" ea Place. The 
Glory of the Higheſt may manifeſt it- 
felf all over the Univerſe, in meaſures 
ſuitable to the Dignity of Place and 
Perſons : Andtho' one Place may not 
in itſelf be really more glorious thils 
all the reſt, = po _ be rendred re- 

lory 


latively fo, by the of his Pre- 
k&nce. | 
4. They who deny the ſupereminen- 


cy of any particular Place, ſpeak con- 
trary to the common Appearances of 
Macter. Of all Thinzs within the 
compaſls of our View and:Vortex, the 
Sun makes the moſt aſtoniſhing and 
brighteſt Show : And if any Religious 
Perſon will ſay, that the Supream Be- 
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ing hath ſet his Tabernacke in the Sun, 
the modern Epicureans, even on their 
own Principles, can only oppoſe a 
pretty confident Afﬀertion by a more 
confident Denial. And if any ſhall 
bring the fix'd Stars in as Competitors 
in Splendour, each as the Center of a 
particular Vortex, *and fay, any of 
them may put in for the Center of the 
Univerſe as well as the Sun, they prove 
nothing for themſelves; for as of the 
Planetary, fo likewiſe of the Fix'd, 
one Star may differ from another Star 
in Glory : And if the Sun be not the 
moſt Glorious, we only introduce fome 
other in the room; for there is no 
imaginahle Reaſon to believes them 
Ex y all alike. Or any ſhall think, 
that tho' the Sun makes ſo fine a ſhow, 
the inward Glory thereof is not ſo con- 
fiderable: Which they would gather 
from the groſs and fiery Eruptions 
from the Body of the Sun, diſcover'd 
by our late famous Glafles, that may 
ariſe from the Deceivableneſs of the 
Sight; as the unſteadineſs or half. 
ſhutting of the Eye, or the interpo- 
ſing of any ſmall Bodies, makes us 
think we fee Streams of Fire from a di- 
ſtant Light, when there are none. Or 
Second- 
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Secondly, the Colleion of fuch ſtrong 
and powerful Rays as proceed from 
the Body of 'the Sun, may ſo affe& the 
Nerves wich an extraordinary V igour, 
that we cannot rightly judge of it, but 
think -we ſee nothing bur Fire. Or, 
a RefraQion from the Armoſphere.of 
the Sun, repleniſhed with vivid and 


pom cing Rays, m— fuch a Con- 
fion I our Judgment, tho within 
there'may be a blefled Habitation of 
ſerene and pure Light. 

5. Tet the Sun and Pix'd Stars be 
what their Cauſe hath made them. 
Tis more than fifficient for us, That 
ſome Place in the' Univerſe may' bs 
more eminently ' glorious than alt the 
reſt, tho' we cannot point out what or 
where: it is. *Tis not probable, that 
we can fee the Thouſgndrh part of the 
Stars ; which may' be concealed from 
us not only by their Smallneſs, but 
their Diſtance. The Univerſe isano- 
ther kind of a Thing than we are ca- 
pable of conceiving ; and its inviſible 
Gloties may as far exceed every Thing 
viſible, as- the Suh ahd Fix'd Stars do 
exceed the grofſer Bodies which move 
about chem. And as every Sphere or 


Vortex retains its moſt lively and iltu- 


'F 


And if the Divine Beings (think _ 
0 


minating Particles at the Center,while 
the more ſcummy, feculent, and hea- 
vy, boil off to the Circumference ; ſo 
the whole Univerſe may be conſider'd 
as one vaſt Vortex, having in or near 
its Center a Coacervation of all bleſſed 
Ingredients, for making a Light moſt 
pure, a Heat moſt benign, and a Life 
moſt happy. 

In a careful Obſervation of the Hea- 
vens, we may perceive the Glimmer- 
ings and Coruſcation of in extraordi- 
nary Glory, which hitherto none. hath 
been able to give any tolerable Ac- 


count of, But what hath been faid, ' 


agrees with the Opinian of our Divines 
concerning the Calum Empyrenm, a 
Seat and Reſidence of Diving Glory, 
the moſt refulgeant. 

And have not we now humour'd 
our Materialiſts, in proving-from theis 
own Principles, *the Exiſtence of a Su- 
periour or Supream Intelligence. 

V. We may advance, now, one 
Step farther, and break the very Heart 
of the Epicurees Hypotheſis, Their 
laſt Refuge for era is, to ſup- 
poſe that no Superiqur Being meddles 
or concerns himſelf in Humane Aﬀairs. 
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do not concern themſelves at all about 
us, why ſhould we concern our ſelves 


at all a 


them. 


But before you make ſuch an irregu- 
lar Inference, you can never be too 
careful co ſecure the Premiſes. For, 


f| Nee bene promeritis 
Capitur nec tangitur ire, 

. I. l. AS12784 Ui- 
detar Libers continue 
deminis private ſuper- 
bis ipſe [ud per ſe jpence 
70:14 Dili Afgere EXPET Se 
Lucret. l. _* 


f| if you propagate and en- 
tertaino mean an Opinion 
of God, and prove miſtaken, 
you may forteit his Love, 
and find it roo hard a task 
to oppoſe his Diſpleaſure , 


when too late to atone it. 

In the Name of God then, let us 
ſeriouſly debate this Point, and enquire 
into the Reaſons either of Denying or 
Aſlerting a Divine Providence : which 
will terminate in theſe three Conſfide- 
rations ; of the Power, of the Autho- 
rity, of the Will of God. If there be 
no Heavenly Being which both may, 
ean, and will increſt himſelf in Earth- 
ly Matters, then our Diſcourſes of Pro- 
vidence are vain and ſuperſtitious : 
But if ſomerhing Divin2 hath a Power, 
Right, and Mind to Overſee and Go- 
vern us, our Obligations unto Provi- 

are in Force ſtill. 

i. And what imaginable Reafons 

can we haye to ſuppoſe, that che Di- 


vins 
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vine Power and Cognizance extend 
not to us. Can the wingd Inhabi- 
cants of this lower Orb mount ove of 
our Sight, and approach the very Con- 
fines of inviſible Regions, and not ex- 
alt our Faith to the. Acknowledgment 
of an Entercourſe between Earth and 
Heaven? Can ſhorf&fighted Mortals, 
wich ſome ſmall AfliſtancTunto their 
Vifive Faculty, perceive the Inequali- 
ties of Hills' and Valleys, Earth and 
Water in the Body of the Moon, the 
Spots in the Sun, and in the Body of 
Fupiter, the different Phaſes of Mercwry 
and Venw, and even of Satzrn ſo di- 
ſtant from us, with the ſmall Satellities 
unto the greater Planets ; and ſhall not 
an Heavenly Eye, with tranſcending 
Clearneſs and Accuracy, penetrate in- 
to the Phenomens of our Imperfect 
State ? Can the Skill of a Phylio 
miſt give notable ConjeAures of the 
inward Temper by the outward Li- 
neaments and Features; Can the 
Aſtronomer tell you the Conjundtions 
and Oppoſitions, the Motions, Mag- 
nicude, and Diſtance'of the Heaven 
Bodies ; Can an Experiznc'd Phy ſict- 
an fee through the-Colonr, Qualities, 
and Agitations of the Body, _ ts 
atent 
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_ latent Diſtempersz; and the Sagacic 
of a Ghimoeſe, = ure out the Life of 
Man by the Beating of his Pulſe ? And 
ſhall we not allow the Divine Wiſdom 
a more profound and perfet Intuition 
into the ſecret Windings and Intrica- 

_ cies, the various Combination, Ten» 
dency, Influence and Events of Sub- 
lunary Tranſactions ? We cannot pre- 
ſcribe the Bounds even of Earthly Im- 
provements: Every Age crowns the 
Dilgence and Meditations of Men 
with new Encreaſes of Knowledge : 
And ſince we cannot determine the 
uemoſt Exaltation of Humane Nature, 
or what Sacred Commerce with the 
a World we may attain unto z 

hy ſhould we raſhly limit the Fa- 
culties of better Things, or fancy that 
any Darkneſs or Diſtance, which are 
but relative and comparative, ſhould 
cover us from the View of a Superin- 
tending Deity. We may poſitively 
aſſure ourſelves, that the loweſt in the 
Angelical Rank is furniſh'd with Abi- 
licies to pry into, our-Aﬀairs, and to 
overn and m 25 he himſelf plea: 
s, the Perſons of 2 Mankind. 


2, Our next Ecapy ny is, concerning 
the Authority and Rig EI 
0 
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 Jof Divine Government. The Hol 
/.fand Bleſſed Beings above will not od. 
die with that which they have nothing 
to do with : But if we will take 
Mr. Hobbes for our Spiritual Guide, we * 
ſhall foon remove all Scrupuloſity in 
this Caſe. Power confers Right ; and 
he juſtly poſſeſſes a Domination over 
others who is moſt ſtrong. ?Tis true, 

if a Power be irreſiſtible, we have no 
Reaſon to quarrel with it, whether we 
have a Right or no: And the Accu- 
mulation of Abilities neceſſary to com- 
mand, ſeems an Indication in Nature 
where Obedience ſhould be paid, This | 
Mr. Hobbes makes the Ground * even, Loy 
of Divine Government ; and thet Fol- &> ab. 
lowers of Mr. Cavin ſpeak conforma- ? © ors 
bly eo it : But becauſe ic may look ;rolanr, 
ſomething ſtrange to fix no, better Commence 
Ground for obeying God, than for 
obeying a Tyrant or a Thief that 

roves too hard for us, you ſhall noe 

urged with any ones Authority in 

this Point neither, Others fix the 
Baſis of God's Government in the At 
of Creation, and limit the Exerciſe 
of his Power tothe Meafure of his 
Benefits. Of which Number are the 
firſt Refiners. {| of Platonifm, and the Himes 


AT Wmi- o& Fate. 
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rminii F * Armenians. And becauſe ter 
& Prak.oye Rane: it may be ſuppoſed you wiilſ '® 


Pe ES - catch at this Opinion, we by 


ally Curcel.exs de domi- Will try the Force of it, and mM 
nio ei in Greararas It ſee how well it will ſerve fc L 
: our purpoſe. And, h; 


If Benificence+be the Baſis of GoJ#' 
vernment, are you ſure that God hath 
no Right to interpoſe in our Aﬀairs J* 

Is it likely (upon your own Principles, * 

| which need nor always be particularly 0 
| mention'd ) that the Divine Nature 1s n 
l not more ancient than the Humane ?|L 

That its antecedent Excellencies ſhould þ 

have no Hand in our Formation ? Or| \ 

may not che Superiour Beings, it they 

are diſpoſed to meddle in our Afﬀairs, 

by their watching over us for Good, 

merit our Obedience and SubjeRion ? | 

Are not ſeveral Inferiour Creatures || * 

"fed by our Kindneſs, and preſerved * 

by our Providence, tho' we did not}. 

create- and form them ? And do not 

the Bleſflings deſcending from the Ad- 
miniſtrations of Earthly Government 

render a Legiſlative rightful and reaſo- 

nable, tho* they have no Creative 
Power ? The aforeſaid Authors have 

+ Hire, Parſucd a good Notion a lirtle too far ; 
ue fopra. the f one of them ſaying, that if Mat- 
eer 
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ter be coeternal with God, his endea- 


vial rouring to make a Change therein, 


for} could we ſu 


Jby drawing it into Form and Order, 


muſt be injurious : the other, That 


>4fom God, but come into the World 
chil without any Obligation to his Power 


&s, 


ly 


and G in forming us, we might 
admire the tranſcendent Excellencies 
of his Nature, but could not juſtly be 
ſubjeted unto his Government and 
Diſpoſal. The Weakneſs of which 
ertions will appear by the two fol. 
lowing Arguments. Firſt, That it is 
very fit, in the Order of Nature, that 
the Inferiour ſhould be ſubſervient un- 
to the Superiour : For what other Rea- 
ſon can You aflign for the Dominion 
of Man over inferiour Creatures: They 
are coeval with us; and 'tis certain, 
we could have no hand in the For- 
mation of them. But as that natural 
Dependance and Relation between 
Superiour and Inferiour juſtifies ( nor 
our Tyranny and Cruelty, there can 
never be any Reaſon in Nature for 
that, but ) our taming and ſubduing 
them te neceſſary Uſes, our bridling 
and governing them as is G—_— 
muc 


ourſelves not to || See Cure 
have received the Benefit of Creation cl. 
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much ſtronger is the Argument when 
applied to the Difference between 
od and Man. Secondly, All Beings 
have a general Right and Charter to 
do good, and to be the Miniſters of 
Eternal Rectitude, in promoting Or- 
der, and preventing Diſorder in the 
Univerſe. Is it lawjul for vs to culti- 
vate the Earth, and draw -out of the 
Heart and Bowels of it, Fruits and Mi- 
nerals, for Ornament, Nouriſhment, 
and Preſervation ; to extirpate noxi- 
ous Weeds, and promote the Encreaſe 
of uſeful Plants, beautiful Flowers and 
Obje&s of Delight : May we without*} 
the Imputation of injurious Medling, 
cheriſh mild, quiet, and profitable 
Tempers, and deliver the weak and | 
inoffenfive from the wild and untame- 
able Birds and Beaſts and Men of Prey 
which are too ſtrong for them ? May 
we unblameably reſcue the Good from 
the Jaws of the Wicked, and celebrate 
the Artchievments of thoſe ancient or 
modern Worthies who have made it 
* Cauſm of their Buſineſs to * redeem Mankind 
Cmftan- from Oppreflion and to quell Mon:- 
ſters? May Earthly Magiſtrates draw 
Malefacors before the nt IG 


and conſign them to P ent, pro- 
tect 


__ 
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tet the Innocent, and reward the 
Well-deſerving according to their Diſ- 
cretion ? And can Men have the Im- 
pudence to queſtion God's Right to do 
Good, to bring Order out of Diſorder, 
to take care of and reward the Meck 
and Holy, to reſtrain and puniſh the 
Subdolous or violent Workers of Ini- 
quity 2 What is this, but to exalt Man- 
kind to the Dignity of Gods, and to 
depreſs the Divine Prerogative below 
the Privileges of Men. 

3- And it God both can and may, 
the Conſequence is very natural, that 
he will and does interpoſe in the Ma- 
nagement of Humane Afﬀairs. Right 
and Power, in the Hands of a good 
Being, will not lye dormant ; but ex- 
ert their Force to the beneficial Em- 
ploy ments for which they are adapted. 
Fricurrs indeed * introduces the Gods 
ſo much taken up with their own Fe- 
licity, That they will not trouble them- 
ſelves (tor, in his Opinion, there muſt 
be a great Trouble) in minding any 
Thing elſe. And F his Wile 


Men were to have their | ,P/*tarch. adverſus 


Colotem, © 


Lives form'd according to nanciis Stoicorwm, 


this Pattern of their Gods ; _ ——. 


enjoying their Eaſe and Pri- 
If 


Vacy, 
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vacy, and having nothing at all to do 
in Civil Adminiſtrations ; in purſu- 
ance of his Principles, no doubt, That 
Chance might bear an Univerſal Sway, 
without the interpoſing of any Wile 
Mind to order it, either in Heaven or 
Earth. Nat to refle& on Epicuras, by 
ſhewing the Need his Deities had to 
look to themſelves, and the quiet Go- 
verning of the World ; Muſt not do- 
ing Good be highly agreeable and 
pleaſing unto a Good God ? Muſt not 
the Delight and Complacency in be- 
holding the due Procedure and Har- 
mony of Things, preponderate the 
Trouble ( if there ſhould be jome) in 
effecting it ? Does a Vertuous Prince 
confine himſelf to the Pleaſures of his 
Palace, or regret at lis Hours of 


which ſecures the Proſperity of his 
People ? Does not even Curioſity 
ſweeten our tedious Inquiſitions into | 
Truth and Falſhood, Right and 
Wrong, and Sympathy with the Ver- 
tuous in Diſtreſs, conſtrain us to take 
their part? And can we imagine the f 
Deity ſhould indulge an everlaſting 
Slothfulneſs, when there is ſo much 
Good to be done, ſo much Hvil to be 
redreſled, 
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_ and affiit a Mind of » great Benigni- 
We 
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redrefſed, ſo many deſerving Objects of 
his Compaſhon and Care, which call 
for his Afliſtance ? Either we muſt 
condemn as Fooliſh the Vigilance of 
good-Governours, laugh at the com-' 
ns Eſſays of the Pious, and con- 

und our Notions of Generofity , Be- 
nignity ,. and Things praiſe-worthy ; 
or we can never perſuade our ſelves, 
That God is an idle SpeRator, and 
bears the Sword of Power and Autho- 
rity In vain. 

The laſt Pretext, of Trouble in the 
Condud of Providence, hardly de- 
ſerves an Anſwer. Can a ſingle Man 
of Diligence and Sagacity, with com- 
fort ſuperviſ: ſo many Aﬀairs, and an 
Earthly Potentate boaſt with how lit- 
tle Trouble the World was govern'd, 
and cannot God, whoſe Knowledge 
and Power inconceivably furpaſles 
ours, who hath Millions of Heavenly 
Agents and Nuncio's to attend his 
Pleaſure, and execute his Commands, 
diſpatch the Afﬀeairs of his Government 
without any Confuſion or Perplexity ? 
Or, if you fear that ſeeing and being 
converſant among the Evils and Miſe- 
ries of Mankind ſhould really grieve 
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ty, allowing the Divine Nature the 
com mendable Wiſdom of a Stock, that 
Difficulry you will ealily ſurmoune 
and cure. | 
4. What remains then, but that the 
Reaſons of Irreligion falling, the Hy- 
theſis invented for its Support ſhou 
all coo. Mens naughty Opinions pro- 
ceed not from an hard'ned Malignity 
againſt God, but either from Doubt- 
fulnefs, or Conſciouſneſs of their own 
Demerits; and it is no wonder, if 
they ſtrive by any Arcifice to exclude 
that Providence from whence they 
expe&t no Good : Like the Iniquiry 
of Men to their Brethien; firſt ro ot- 
fend and injure them, then to weaken 
their Authoricy and Credit; and if 
they do not, or cannot deſtroy them, 
”= to wiſh them dead. But fince the 
xiſtence of God and his Providence 
maintains its Credit, and lives in the 
Belief of the Wiſe and Holy ; ſince all 
you can fay to the Prejudice of Reli- 
gion profits you nothing, but even 
your own Principles muſt either en- } 
dear or enſlave you to it ; ſince, £0 re- 
peat it once more, the Epicurean wy 
potheſis, whatever it prerends at the 
firſt Interview, will unavoidably keep 
you 
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ou to Religion, you had as good 
ave it, and be Religious upon the 
moſt excellent Principles. 

And is it not much more beco- 
ming the Dignity of Man to pay his 
Obedience to an eternal King, whoſe 
Wiſdom and Power is infinite, than 
to harbour in his Mind low Thoughts 
of the Deity which he muſt ſerve, and 
be govern'd by Chance only at the 
Second-Hand ? Does it not make Re- 
ligion, and the Offices thereof, look 
more venerable, and the Thoughts of 
the Divine Majeſty more awful in the 
Soul, when the Bent of our Devotion 
terminates in the prime Cauſe, and 
contemplates Perftetions not to be 
tranſcended 2 There the Soul, with 
Comfort and Credit, can acquieſce, 


and fix its Adorations when it can go- 


no further. 
All that hath been ſpoken, was in- 


tended not to improye, but gradually, 


to wean you from the _— H 

theſis. Its Heart and Spirit may be, 
becauſe the Deſign of it is, well-nigh 
broken : And tho” it may not be con- 
venient to rip open its Bowels, and 
expole ics Loathſomneſs, for fear of 
Defilement,. yet one Conſideration 


Dz more. 


Reaſon and Religion, 8&c 


69 


Reaſon and Religion, &c. 


more may be ſuggeſted ; namely, 
What the Heavenly Intelligences, ac- 
cording to this Atomical and Fortui- 
cous Origination of Things, muſt 


" think of themſelves. Tis hard tor 


Brutes to be made mere Machines, and 
Plants the Compoſition of Chance. 
Man looks a little higher, and will 


' ſtoutly argue and diſpute againſt ir. 


And if the Heavenly Intelligences can 
be conſcious of ſo mean an Original, 
they muſt needs be aſhamed to own it. 

To this ſhall be only added, "That 
tho! it be — this ablurd Hypo- 
theſis ſhould be true, yet even from it 
ſo clear an Account may be deduced 
both of Divine Providence and Diſ- 
penſations ,* of Angelical Beings and 


their Miniſtrations, of the Fall of the 


Devil, of his Deceiving Man, 'and of 
the Extent of his Power and Princi- 


ps that thoſe Perſons cannot but 


* condemn'd out of their own 
Mouth, who dare to be Irreligious on 
this Foundation. 

IT. Let us proceed to the ſecond 
Retirement ot Infidelity ; That the 
World has always been as it 15; from 
Eternity ſubſiſting in the ſame Frame 


and Order which we have at preſent. 
And 
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And what principally offers it ſelf to 
our Conſideration on this Subject, ſhall 
be introduced with 

1. An Explication of the Hypothe- 
ſis it ſelf: For if we take it in the groſs, 
nothing is more evidently true, than ic 
is evidently falſe. 

How can we ſay the World has been 
from Eternity as it is at preſent ; when 
every Age, every Year, nay every 
Day, preſents to our View ſuch won- 
dertul Mutations. What Revolutions 
in Humane Afﬀairs, what Changes in 
Government, Religion, Laws, and 
Manners, what Improvements in Li- 
beral and Mechanical Arts and Scien- 
ces, do the Hiſtories of all Nations ex- 
hibic to us ? Or if you gan ſee no Ar- 

ment in this, againſt the fixed Con-. 
iſtence of this Earthly Frame, take 
notice of the Conflits and Jarrs 
among the Elements themſelves, and - 
their interchangeable replevying from 
each other ; the Fire making its ho- 
ſtile Eruptions upon the Earth, as of- 
ten as It can ; was ſufficient Forces, 


and either finds or makes a Vent ; the 
Air cheriſhing noxious and peſtilential 
Vapours, which deſtroy all before 
them, blaſt che Fruits of the _— 

| md. 
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and turns the Breath of Life into the 

— Miniſter of Death. The Earth and 

|| Hifo!. the Water have their | Quarrels about 
_ "Dominion, and cnlarge their Bounds 
by mutual Depredations. Sometimes 
the Earth is too hard for the Waters, 
lifes up its Head above, and places a 


Garriſon in the midſt of the ſwelling 
Floods. * Rhodes and + De- 


C. 14. 


® Diodoy. Sic. 1. 5. c. 13. 
Philo ſei aghrmpagiag*xe- 


I. 2. c. 87. 


+ Pliny. Philo ibid. & 


n'S- Ari ftor. apud Flin. lib. 4. 


W> cap. 12. 


los, with many leſſer Mo» 
numents mention'd by || Ph- 
»7, ſhew.that the Earth can 
be ſometimes brisk, and 


throwing off her natural dul- 
neſs,” recover ſome Ground 
from her neighbouring Foe. ' And 
again, the Waters have been too ma- 
ny for the Earth, ſcorning to have 
their "Forces Yisjoyn'd by the weak 
Fences of Nature, making their Way 


oo Hift. lib. 2. cap. 
| » 87, by. 


® Perſiegan |. 1. Co 4 
& 


_ Cambeen, &Cc. 
bs” \Lwa L 2. c. $88. Stre- 
*  tuL 1. Died. Sic. L. 4. 


T. 14- 
Ariftot. de Mun. C. 4. 
bilo, Sirabo, Pliny, Oc. 


{ 
j 
| 

2 i] Is Trinao, Critis, 
c. , Sce alſo the later 

Hiſtories of Peru and 

Mexico. Lipfitas Fhyſcol. 
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(if not. * between England 
and France, yet) between 
+ Italy and Sicily, Cyprus and 
Syris, &c. taking no leſs 
than three || famous Cities in 
Peloponneſw , "and over-run- 
ning, in a Night and a Day, 
the great Iſland Arlamws, it 
ou will believe ||} Plato. 

or have their ſwallowing 
me 


bis ies "od T'5 7090 Þb 


y—_ 
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* Times of Noab Ogypes, and Deucalion, 
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ſome certain Ciries or Countries boun- — 
ded their Ambition, which in the "3 


almoſt ohrain'd by plan's os Inunda- : 
tions, and threatned to eſtabliſh an Md 
Univerſal Empire. [Tis trug, we have 
now a okay quiet Temperament. 
of Things; but theſe wonderful Et- 
t:&s of contending Elements miniſter 
ſufficient ground of ſuſpe&ing, thatuit- 
hath not been always me So Earth. 


as jt is at preſent; which is ſuppoſed © _ þ 
and cone &f* by the p rin- » Obs $53 
Ci atrons is 2 Lacan 
Ty of which we hal free. pr. 7 Marks paſſe. 
make o AT AAGs _ bn | 
war e er Ariſgot Ce ; 
will obviate our Deſign by one of _ C - 
formidable Changer g us, apes. © * 
ormidable only- in 
8 7 LIEmEeſy or wy 1 *< F. 
World, but || the Cele. cap 6. he mand yd & 

ſti Bodies, made up ob his /, 
Fifth or Fineſt Element, are poſi 4 
liable co no Changes or 
Corruptions , but conſerve 
an immutable and even Te- ap. . 
nour through all the Succeſ- 
ſions of Eternity. Had he himſelf 
been made up of this fine- incorrupti- 

| D s ble: 


"* / , by i nd 
LS "I 
l - 
- % 
N C 


74 Reaſon and Religion, 8c. 
ble Element, his own Experience and 
Modeſty might have convinced him 
by this time of his great Miſtake. The 
Moon and other Planetary Bodies are 
found to be near of the ſame Nature 
and Conſtitution with the Earth. 

| * Many Fix'd Stars innume- 

®* Carteſ. princip. 1 rated by the Ancients are 


Goſep' lin, Nia Hig. now unknown; and many 
lid. 2. c. 26. appear a-new which former 


" Ages give no Account of ; 

and that notable Star in Caſſiopeis, big- 

| per and brighter than the reſt of the 
*ix'd - Stars, firft obſerved November 


T572, and NR March 1574, 

had a very fata 06mm. npon, = 
portendeg the Overthrow of this Hy- 
pothefis.. Nay, thoſe Blazing Stars , 
which in all Ages ſhake their ominous 

Rods ever admiriog Mortals, forewarn 

us by a right Calculation of their Alti- 

' tude, not to'depend on it. The Phi- 
_ —Tolopher indeed, agreeably to his Prin- 
: oe. a ciples, ft could not allow the Blazing 
67. Tlut..de Stars a place. ſo high as the Orb of the 
+4. 74. Moon ; the Senſelefineſs of which Fan- 
*** Cy, contrary to many other Reaſons, 

1s evidently demonſtrated from the In- 
ſenſibility of their Paralax. How much 

they are higher than the Moon, we 

cannot 


EE 
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cannot certainly tell ; but, in all Pro- 


| bability, chey muſt needs be advan- 


ced above the Sphere of Saturn. Hence 
follows, that when any one ſays, the 
World has been from Eternity as 1t 1s 
at preſent their Words mult be a lit- 
tle qualified, and mean no more, than 
that the Subſtance or general Compa- 
ges of the World may have been Eter- 
nal; though the ſeveral Parts of it, 


both in Heaven and Earth, or all al- 


ternately, have undergone very conſt- 
derable Changes and Alterations. 

2, Let us next enquire into the Rea- : 
ſons which might tempt Men to this 
Opinion of the World's Eternity :-And 
they ſeem to be two. Firſt, becauſe 
they could perceive no Changes, no 
Symptoms of the Generation or Cor- 
ruption of the World: And Secondly, 
becauſe-they could give no reaſonable 
Account- of- the World's Origin and : 
Production. 


+ The firſt we find in + 344 Dosxn 
Ocellins Lucanus, and Ari- div 5r it airh magix 
forle ; and all their winding 77. 54%" 2 


Our” 9 


and circular Diſputes for the «Ap, &c. Ocell. cap. 


Impoffibility of its Genera- 7% 

tion from the Impoflibility 

of its- Corruption, & wice verſa, ter- 
minate 
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minate in this: Like the Argument 
againſt the Diſlolution of the World, 
hy ny + mention'd by the Scofters in [| St. Peter. 
«ei «99:9- For ſince the Fathers fell aſleep, all 
ne; «74% Things continue as they were from the 
Beginning of the £reation. And to 
this we may return the ſame Anſwer, 
That they who can ſee no Indicatiqns 
of a changeable Nature, muſt needs be 
willingly ignorant; and for clearing 
their Eye-ſhhight, may be referr'd unto 
the preceding Paragraph. Andit fce- 
ing or not ſeeing can be an Argument 
on either ſide, it can be only againſt 
them. For we do fee, and are poſi- 
tively aſſured, of =Y great Changes 
in the World ; and it it had a Begin- 
ning newly form'd, Mankind might 


very large Faith to look back into its 
Certainty, and no- Mortal could ever 
. have a ſenſible or ocular Demonſtrati- 
on of it. 
The Second Reaſon we take from 
Til * Zn. the conceited Humour of Ariforle ; 
' mh Hiſt. * who being too much given £0 con- 
'4Dirg. La (mn and deride others, f and fervile- 
ert.in viti, ly following his own Reaſon to the aſ- 
TY 2:11... fening a for the ſmalleſt Mat- 


have ſenſible Convictions of it : But if 
the World be Eternal, it requires a - 


= 
wh 
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ters, * laugh'd at all Ac- * Gcwr-in Laculls 16: 
counts of the World's Ori- {. 4s Co Tye. tw -4 
inal, and judged the De- 4. 4c Generas. & Cor © 
ers of it liccle better "7 2» — —_ 
than mad. This haſty Shooting of 
his Bolt, proceeded frem che Exceſs of 
his Pride, or the Defectiveneſs of his 
own Reaſon. He could haye no f- 
tisfying Notion, whea, or by what 
means, or in what manner the World 
was made, And how ſhould any thing 
be done without Arifterle's knowing 
it, We will not enquire into his pro- 
| found Skill in the whole Circle of Phy- 
ſicks, his rare Definitions of Subſtance, 
Form, Time, Motion; &c. his acqu- 
rate Diſcovery of Meteors ( except 
Comets, which you heard ſomething 
of lately ) and the familiar Acquain- 
tance he had with the ſubſtantial b orms 
and occult lities of Nature. - We - 
will only ask his Diſciples, What they 
can think of the Generation of Man ? 
Can you tell how ſuch Rational Be- 
ings as we are, attain our Maturity 
and Perfe&tion 2 What are the conſti- 
tuent Principles of our Nature 2 How 
the Body is torm'd and organized? Ac 
what time the Soul 5 united to it ? 
or how an Immaterial can operate _ 
a Ma-- 
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a Material Being, and receive Impreſ- 
fions from it ? Or (for perchance you 
may be diſpoſed to ſmile at the former 
Queſtions) How meer Matter, and 
the rude Elements of Life, can ex- 
pand themſelves to the Production and 
Exerciſe of thoſe Noble Functions, of 
Senſation, Cogitation, Memory, &c. 
Conſider a while of it, and by that 
time you can return a fatistying An- 
{wer to theſe Queſtions, we may give 
you as —_— an Account of the 
Formation of the World. But if this 
little World be a Province too difficult 
for _ Undertaking, What Humili- 
ty do our Contemplations of the Uni- 
verſe require? And how abſurd muſt 
it be to aſſert the Eternity of the World 
upon thoſe Principles, which either 
_ chat there are no Men in the 

orld, or that they are all Eternal. 
For inſtance, If it be impoſlible there 
ſhould be any Communion between a 
Material and an Immaterial Being, 
or that mere Matter ſhould think Rea- 


ſon, and remember, &'c. as the Diffi- | 


culties are in2xplicable on each ſide, 
then there are no Men in the World; 
and how big ſoever we may look, we 


are no better than thoſe Apparitions | 


and 
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and Shades of the Night, which poor 
ignorant People are ſo commonly 
frighted with. Or, if you are not 
pleaſed with that, ſince we could have 
our Beginning neither from Matter 
nor Spirit, for chuſe which you will 
*ris an eaſie matter to puzzle you, then 
we muſt have been and ſhall be for 
ever jult as we are at preſent, and all 
the Hiſtories and Evidences of Life and 
Death are to be rejeted as fabulous 
Fears, Fancies, and Traditions. This 
is exactly your way of dealing with 
us. You ask us two or three puzzling 
Queſtions about the Origin and For- 
mation of the World ; and becauſe we 
do not explain it entirely to your Sa- 
tisfaction, therefore it muſt be Eternal. 

3. Our third Refleion ſhall fall on 
the Novelty of this Opinion, and its 
arrogant breaking in upon the Preſcri- 
ptions of Antiquity. 

When Time had worn off the Re. 
verence, with the uniform Atteſtations 
of Tradition, the World's Original be- 
gan to be debated by the weak Rea- 
on of Man. And the wrangling Phi- 
loſophers raiſing up Difficulties which 
they could not lay again, like ſo many 
Evil Spirits lec looſe upon the Earth, 
they 
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they tempted Men from the Acknow- 
ledement of their Primicive Cauſe; 
and deceived them with the Inſinuati- 
ons of becoming wiſe, nay, wiſer than 
their Forefathers. Ariſtotle, all over 
his Phyſical Diſcourſes, muſters up the 
Opinion of preceding Philoſophers ; 
gives no Intimations of any that belie- 
ved as he did; but diſputes againſt 
Meliſſms, Parmenides, Heraclitws, Empe- 
docles, Leucippus, Democritms, Anaxago- 
ras, Timers, Plato, &c. pleaſing him- 
ſelf, no doubt, in the xa. bu of 
his Notion, and ſufficiently confuring 
the World's Geneſis, by finding ſome 
Flaw in the Solutions of it, or ſhewing 
their Repugnancy to each other. A 
lictle Tract of Ocelzs, indeed, deprives 


hows * Ariſtotle of the Glory Which the Þ firſt 
iow. Inventer of fo fine an Hypotheſis might 


expe: ſome Copies of which Trat' 
[| came, probably, to his hands ; tho? 


Ocellas be the ſame whom Diogenes 


* 'nvita Laertiws ® mentions, ( as we will not 
Archie. ſuborn the appearing Advantages both 


in Oce/ius and Diogenes to witneſs againſt 
it ) the Opinion of the Warld's Eter- 
nity bears ſomething a more ancient 


Date than the Time of Ariforle, => 


-" 


- WM. 
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alas, What is this to the whole Stream 
of unſuſpeted Antiquity 2 Conſul 
the Archzologies of all * $i and if 
you find the moſt ancient Monuments 
ot Reaſon and Inteiligence taking the 
Tradition of the World's Original for 
granted, where can ”*_ expect to tind 
more competent Judges ? All thoſe in 
Caldza, Aſſyria, Perſia, Phenicia, Egypt, 
Greece, Italy, Pale/tine, &c. who lived 
neareſt the Beginning which Meſes 
ſpeaks of, do likewiſe ſpeak of it as a 
Matter never controverted : But when 
thoſe Revereygd Worthies were gone 
off the Stage, from whoſe Repute for 
Learning and laborious Inquiries, and 
Capacity for knowing moſt of the 
Ages moſt doubted of, Mankind might 
receive the beſt Information ; when 
Tradition, which in this Caſe is a bet- 
ter Rule than Reaſon, grew weaker 
and weaker by paſſing through ſo ma- 
ny Hands, then that became a Con- 
troverſie which before was none, and 
ſome, who envied the Reputation, 
would not yield unte the Authority of 
former Ages. Matter of Fact is not to 
be known by Reaſon, but by Teſti- 
mony : And ſince for much above 
3000 Years alter the Beginning which 

we 


Ocellus Lu- 
£4714. in 
Stobr0. Ec- 
log.*P hy. 
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we contend for, we have a Cloud of 
Witneſſes, in diſtin& Ages and Coun- 
tries, which appear for us, and not 
one againſt us : This ſhews, That the 
nearer to that Beginning, the clearer 
was the Certainty, the ſtronger the 
Belief of it : And this Weight of Uni- 
verſal Conſent ought much to over- 
ballance any Arguments whatloever, 
which ſome later Pretenders to Rea- 
ſon, in their private Contemplations 
and Retirements ſhall ſuggeſt. 

4. Our next Eſſay ſhall be, tro make 
the beſt of this Hypotheſis : And tho' 
the Reaſons for 1t be weak, and the 
Tradition againſt it ſtrong, yet you 
muſt know, its chief Defenders were 
not ſuch an Ungodly Generation as 
would now pervert and abuſe it. You, 
therefore, whom the Suppoſal of this 
World's Eternity makes unmindful of 
God, look unto the Rock from whence 


it was hewn, and hear what the firſly] -. 


of your Rac? profeſs concerning the 
Divine Nature. 

« Life keeps our Earthly Taberna- 
* cles from falling in pieces, and the 
* Cauſe of this is the Soul: And Har- 
« mony conſerves the World, and the 
M Cauſe of this is God. 
| « The 


of 
LnN- 
Ot 
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* The Sphere of the Moon is the 0-:4«- de 


« Iithmus or Partition between a —_ 
* changeable Litz and Immoreality. 
© 'The Regions above being the Pol- 
* {e{{ton of God and Divine Natures, 
* and thoſe beiow of | mutable ] Na- 
«ture and Contenrtion. 

* God gives to Men Generative Fa. #1, cap-4 
* culties, Organs, and Appetites ; not 
« for Pleaſure, but the Preſervation of 
«© their kind. And « /itle after, They 
*« who altogether abſtain from the 
« Procreation of Children, are injuri- 
© ous tothe moſt honorable Bonds of 
* Union: but from irregular and re- 
« proachful Mixtures proceed a Gene- 
& ration of Wretches, vile and abomi- 
*© nable both to God and Man, to Fa- 


& milies and Cities. 


« God and Natuie do nothing in 4iforle de + 
« yair Cale, L1.C.4 


« All Men have a Notion or Con- 


I *- ception of God, and allot unto the 


« Divine Nature the higheſt Place, 
* whether they be Greeks or > ads 

© ans, or Whoever think of God : For 14:»:).1.c.4 
« it is manifeſt, an Everlaſting Being 

© ought to be fitted with an Everlaſt- 

« ing Habitation. 


We 


Pe Gmorar. 
C Corrup. 
L. 2. C. 109. 
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*® We may very well chink, that by 
*« one firſt {| Mover] theſe ſeveral 
*« | heaveniy Bodies, or their Motions] 
* do ſubtiit: For you may obſerve in 
* all other kinds of Lite or Principles, 
** the Supereminence is in a firſt over 
* all the rel. 

« God gives Compleatneſs to the 
« whole, and makes every particular 
*« Production perfect. 

«© We ought to think of God, as a 
« Being moſt powerful for Strength, 
© molt perfe& in Beauty, in Life 1m- 
© mortal, in Excellencies tranſcendent, 


Aut Ariſts « And what the Maſter is in a Ship, 


peles, aut 
Ariftoteli- 
C85 


* the Driver in a Chariot, the Leader 
« in a Dance, the Law in a City, the 
« General in an Army, that is God in 
* the World. Except, in as mnch as 
*© they, in their reſpe&ive Places, di. 
« ret with Wearifomneſs, Toil and 
* Care; but he without Pain, with- 
* out Labour, exempted from all Bo- 
« dily Weakneſſes whatſoever. For 
« being fix'd on an immovab!le Throne, 
* he moves all Things, and turns them 
* about, according to his Pleaſure. 

Ie would be endleſs to tranſcribe 
Religious Exprelſions from the Foi- 
lowers of Ariforlk. Let it uffice a 
re 


tell you , That the latter 
* Platoniffs embraced this 
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* See WMarcilins Ficinus, 
in Fla'en's Tim eum, C. 
13. © Johannes Grath- 


Opinion of the World's Eter- 
nity; and made a great deal 


= 


mMaricis. 


to do to. re-onciic + Plato + See Hierocles oe Pre 
Via: J. ia » "On /Entas 


firſt ro 4ri7:/2, then to hi.n- 
ſelf. So thar it you will make 
this Hypotiefis fight againſt God, you 
muſt tight againſt the Pillars and main 
Upho!d--s of it; whoſe devout Eleva- 
tions of Soul expreſſed in their ſeveral 
Ages, a Reverence for the Deity, and 
would have abhorr'd, as a degenerous 
Brood, the Blaſphemers of it. 

5- All the Religious Prin-ip:es, by 
natural Light form'd in the Mind, con- 
cerning God, are indifferently we!] 
confiitent with the Worid's Eternity : 
Which you cannot bur be fatished in, 
conſidering, 

1. Many Chriſtian Philoſophers, 
believing the Beginning gm of by 
Moſes, think it not impoſſible ( it God 
had ſo pleaſed) for the World to have 
been made before, even from Lterni- 
ty. They dare not limit the Power of 
God, as not in Efficacy, ſo not to 
Cirie: And if any one will fay, an 


GaZ4UT. 


Ecernal Cauſe may have an Eternal: 


Et!e&, :licy will not be poſitive in de- 
nying 


3 


86 Reaſon and Religion, 8c. 


nying it. In which Number you ſhall 
not be referred to ſome ancient Here- 
ſj Aq«945, ticks, or to our late fooliſh Pre- Adamites, 
Suarez, l'a 
[a«ez,Gree, Put to the Debates among our || moſt 
Fal-ntia, eminent School-men and Metaphy- 


Baroniits, 


&c. ſicians. 
IT. The later Platonifts and Ariſtote- 
lians argued for the World's Eternity, 
chiefly from the Conſideration 0 
God's Eternal Goodneſs : Which Ar. 
ogument of theirs is moſt clearly ex: 
p:eſled by Sellutins, and in the feweſt 
: Words. 'Tis * neceilary 
___ OR 8 (lays he) the Worid exilt. 


OE cat 57h G17 Bo T6 


X6T Han, uk 75 + Or, ng through tre Goodneh 
warty « +74 of God, that as God is al. 
INE Woods, <7. ways Good, theWorld ihould 
* vrraggt gre y \ ways Exilt. They 7 1«- 
Maj. cap. Meroahſe cognize God as the Caulk. 
"<q Thorphra the Fountain, the Parent ot 
the Univeiſe, and affirm i 

the Effet, Off-fprinz, and Emanati- 
on from him. Only they ſuppl x 
Being Etcrnalily Good muſt be Frer- 
nally Communicative : Which Reaſon, 
by the way, if it kave any Force in it, 
makes not ſo much tor the Eternal Ge: 
neration of the World, as of the 


: WORD aid Son oi God. 


Ill. 


formidable Difficulty will foon vaniih, 
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HI. It daes no way derogate from 

the ſpiritual Nature or Providence of 

God ; but ſuppoſes an Eternal Con- 

ſervation and Direction of all Things 

under the Government of an Eternal 

Cpirit. || Ariſtotle, the moſt ſuſpeRed |! Dieg. Le- 

Perſon , acknowledges this. And if J,;;, © 

Immateital and Incorporeal Peing or Meraphyſ. 

Subſtance, be Fargon, Tobu and Bobu, "7 © 77 

'tis none of our Framing or Invention. 

The Fear indeed of ſome Religious, 

and che Hopes of ſome Irreligious Men, 

may deſerve our Notice: As if that 

which ſuppoſes God to act by a Necel- 

ſity of Nature, muſt render inſtituted 

Religion abſurd, and to no purpole, 

and vacate the Expectations of Re- 

ward or Dreads of Puniſhment. This 


when it appears how prepotteroully it 
is made to wo:k. For 11 God acts by 
a Neceſſity ot Nature, that 

is, * his own Nature, this * Ip/e mim et nic-[iras 
ought to be matter of Joy {42% Not. nat 
and Coinfort to the Good, devs Cog unt ed 44 idlis 
and Terror to the Wicked, {7,69 irons ne 
For it can ſignifie no more, IL. 6. c. 23. 
than that God is neceſlarily 

Holy, Wiſe, Good, and Juſt, and 
cannot at otherwiſe than according 
ro 


a 
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+ Phyſ.1. 8. 
C. 4 
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to the Eternal Rules and Diates of 


Holineſs, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and 
Juſtice. What Good may not the 
Righteous expet from this * What 
Reaſon have not the Wicked, inſtead 
of triumphing, to tremble at it ? And 


® Nec ob hoc with Reſpect to God, * it infringes not 
min VET His Liberty, it illuſtrates his Perfe- 


IV. Nor are the general Arguments 
for God's Exiſtence endanger'd by this 
Hypotheſis;. as you may les by the 
Enumeration of ſome Particuars. 

1. We argue-for God's Exiſtence, 
from the Neceflity of acknowicdging 
a firit Principle of Motion. 1 hus, 
Every Thing moving hath Motion et 
ther eſſential to it, or by Communica- 
cion from another : That every Thing 
moving hath not Motion eficntial to 
it, is proved by the Ceilation of Mo- 
tion in; fome Things. or their Conti- 
nuance in or Tendency unto Reſt. 
And that a Body once euieſcent would 
continue Jo for ever, if it was not mo- 
ved by ſomething ceiſe, is agrecable 
both to F Arifotle's Principles, and 
|| Cartes his firſt Law of Nature; and 
indeed unto Common Senfe. And it 
every Thing moving is moved by 
lome- 


—_— —_ 
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ſomething elſe, *tis neceſſary to ſtop 


ſomewhere, and, wittiout * going on * Arifter. 
in infinitum, to terminate in a firſt Mo- 
ver. And ſince the firſt Mover mult + Cap. 6. , 
| /bi4. 6.10. 
[t. Plato de 


viſible, impaſfſible and wichout Parts, Lg. 1. 10. 
© Johannes 


be + immovable, and therefore || indi- 


it muſt likewiſe be immaterial ; and 


having an infinite Power of moving +:/ter. de 
every thing elſe, .'tis what we believe ——_— 
of God. Nothing can pretend to an- © 


{wer this Argument, but the Invention 
of a perpetual Lamp or Motion ; but 
all our Brains may be crack'd, and we 
may hope, by the Grace of God, to 
have the Truth of it confirm'd to our 
Comfort, before that Time comes. 
This, upon Review, will be found a 
very weighty Argument ; very ratio- 
nally making all the Motions in the 
Univerſe proceed from, terminate in, 
and direted by one Common Princi- 
ple ; which (like the Soul in the Bo- 
dy, the Spring and End of all Humane 
Motions ) is the > WY £4001%0v, the gC- 
neral Superviſer and Governour of all 
Things. 

2. The Exiſtence of God is proved 
by che Series and Gradation of Caules, 
in this manner, 


E Every 
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® Ariſtot. 
Meta hyſ. 
min. 


I oC:SZo 


Every Thing which we fee hath its 
Beginning and Production, muſt have 
its Beginning and Production from 
ſomething elle. Nothing can give Be- 
ginning to it ſelf. Which is true, not 
only of thoſe Things which we ſee 
Toomey but of every Thing elſe 

rom whence they have their Produ. 
&ion, until we come unto ſome Cauſe 
which is not produced. * An infinite 
Series of Cauſes is not to be admitted, 
unleſs you are refolved to be Contra- 
diftion-proof ; for then, of two Infi- 
nites, one Rank may have infinitely 
more in number than the other : There 
may be every Day an Addition to 
what was infinite before, &c. | 

'Tis certain, That Link which hath 
an End, rauſt have a Beginning ; That 
Train or Succeflion, which hath a Laſt 
muſt have a Firſt : And by theſe Steps 
we alſcefid to the Supream Indepen. 
dent Cauſe from whence all ſubordi- 
nate Cauſes do proceed, and that is 
God, 

3. The Exiſtence of God is proved 
by the admirable Order and Beauty 
of the World; its viſible Glories de- 
claring his inviſible Power and God- 


head. Eternal Order can never be 
main- 
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maintain'd upon the Principles of 
Chance, but ſuppoſes an Eternal Or- 
derer; by whoſe interpoſing Power 
and Wiſdom, the Jarrings and Dil- 
cords in Nature are over-ruled, eyery 
Part fixed in its proper Place, and 
guided moſt conducively to the Good 
and Harmony of the whole. | 
Take off your Eyes a little from this 
Earth of ours, and dire& your Con- 
templations towards Heaven ; Look 
up to the Sun, the Moon, and the reſt - 
of the Heavenly Hoſts; Conjecture ar 
their Magnitude, obſerve their Mo- 
tion, thankfully refle& on their benign 
Influences ; Conſider how glorious 
Objeds they all ſeem, what bleſled 
Manſions ſome of them may prove to 
be. Have theſe exiſted, ſay you, Mil- 
lions of Ages longer than moſt of us 
imagine? The more wonderful you 
make their Frame and ArchiteQure, 
the greater Convidtions-( if pail } 
you give of an incomprehenſibly wile 
and powerful Governour; the ſtron- 
ger Aſſurances againſt the Fear of a 
—_ goo fortuitous Coo 05 
poflibly, may hit upon ſomething ex- 
ar ng but i doth _ laſt long. Co- 
ordinate and A Powers may 
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aſſociate for mutual Benefit and De- 
fence, but it is much if they hold to- 

ether to Eternity. Tis only one pre- 
dominant and ſupreamly excelling 
Principle, which can preſerve a juſt 
Temperainent, an efernal Tenour and 
Comelineſs, a regular Union and Cor- 
reſpondence in all the Parts of the Uni- | 
verſe, and this is GOD. 

Shall we now proceed to the other 
Arguments for God's Exiſtence, from 
the general Notion of God in the 
Mind, and the common Conſent of 
Men to it, from the Fabrick of the 
Body, and the Nature and Operations 
of the Soul, from the ſeveral Ranks of 
Beings, which may lead to one moſt 
excellent and perfe& : Rather peruſe 


. the learned Diſcourſes already extant 


on thoſe ſeveral Heads ; apply them 
to, and ſee their Conkiſtence with this 
Hypotheſis, and by them, with the 
Intimations already given, you will 
foon ive, that Men of Irreligious 
and ngodly Principles - only cheat 
themſelves, when they think to hide 
themſelves from God, under this Sub- 


te&uge of the World's Eternity. 


6. One Remark more, before the 
Concluſion of this Part, may be recom- 
mended 
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mended to you : That even upon this 
Hypotheſis, the Generations of Men, 
in all Probability, muſt have a Begin- 
ning. And for this we will not re- 
peat the Impoſlibilicy of infinite Suc- 
ceflions, but re-mind you of Matters 
of Fad. | 

There are two Ways (this Hypo- 
theſis ſtanding good ) whereby the 
Inhabitants of the Earth may be all 
deitroyed : Either by a general De- 
ſtruction of our Vortex, whereof the 
Sun is the Center ; or, by ſome _ 
cular Predominancy of Fire or Water. 

I. A general Deltrution of this 
Vortex may happen either by an Ex- 
tin&tion of the Sun, or by an unequal 
Diſperſion of its Rays and Heat, 

x. If at any time there happen an 
ExtinQion of the Sun, all the Inhabi- 
tants in this Vortex (not removed by 
a ſupernatural Power ) muſt needs pe- 
riſh, as under the Poles, for want ol 
Light and Heat. The ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces of a gathering Scum, over or near 
the Sun's Body, which, to us, have 
weaken'd or drowned the Sun's Light, 
and reduced it almoſt to a total Ob- 
{icuration, may be foreboding Symp- 
toms, and Comminations of fuch a 
E 3 Judg- 
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Judgment. For a whole Year together, 
after the Aſſaflination of TJulizs Czſar, 
there was a * prodigious Failure of the 
Sun's Light ; at other Times for ſeve- 
ral Months ; and in the Reign t ot 7:- 
berizs the moſt wohderful ot all, tho' 
it was but for ſeveral Hours; as it were 
to blacken thoſe Moments in the Re- 
cords of Time wherein the Lord of 
Glory ſuffer'd, | 
If you think theſe Frewns of offend- 
ed Nature ſignifie nothing ; that theſe 
Threatnings of the great and only Po- 
tentate, to hide the moſt ſenſible and 
neceſſary Symbols of his Preſence, have 
no Terror in them; or, to ſpeak in 
the Language of our Naturalilts, that 
theſe ſcummy Spots can never encreaſe 
into ſo great,a quantity, as wholly to 
cruſt over the Body of the Sun, and 
extinguiſh the Light and Heat of ir, 
let the diſappearing of ſeveral Fix'd 
Stars,” Bodies which might rival the. 
Sun in Glory and Greatneſs, be a warn- 
ing to you; and fear leſt by the En- 
creale of Sin and Wickedneſs within 
our Sphere, the whole Maſs to which 
we belong, be made one curſed and 
confuſed Heap, tumbled out of its 


Place, and become a Word of Re- 
proach 


proach and a Gazing-ſtock to the 
whole Univerſe, as || Comets are. 
2. If there be at any time a breik- 


ry thing within the compals of ic, 2nd 


* fulfil the PrediRion of the Day of * * 


the Lord, when the Heavens b:ing on 
fire ſhall be diſſolved, and the Elements 
ſhall melt with fervent Heat. The 
Tradition of this World's periſhing by 
an Univerſal Conflagration, hath Te- 
ſ{timonies to confirm it on all ſides. 
S. Paul may be ſuppoſed to have had 
ſome Skill in the Wiſdom of the Hea- 
thens; but, that S. Fude, S. 7bn, 
S. Peter, or our Saviour Chriſt Feſzs, 
had the. Peruſal of Plato, Cicero, Ovid, 
Beroſus, Hermes Triſmegiftus , Democri- 
tus, Heraclitas, either of their Works, 
Fragments, or Quotations from them, 
we have no Reaſon to perſwade us : 
And yet they all agree in this Pornt, as 
if they ſpake by one common Infpira- 
tion. To ſum up Evidences, will be 
doing what hath been ſufficiently 
done already ; but, for the more com- 
pendious finding them, conſult the 
Commentators on 2 Pet. 3. 7. and par- 
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ticularly Grotizs, and. on 2 Theſ. 2. 3. 
and particularly Zanchy : Or, if you 
are prejudiced againſt any Thing that 
may come near the Sacred Oracles, 
you may have Recourle to f Lipfirs. 
You ſhall only have one Paſlage of || Se- 
neca, Whereby to gueſs at the relt, 
* Fate with prodigious Fires ſhall burn. 
«and conſume all mortal Things; 
« and when the time ſhall come 
« wherein the World drawing near to 
"its Renovation ſhall expire, its ſeve- 
« ral Parts ſhall daſh one againſt ano- 
«* ther, Stars ſhall ruſh upon Stars, and 
© whatſoever naw gives its Light with 
* Order and Beauty, ſhall with one 
« general Conflagration be ſet on fire. 

{I. There may be ſome particular 
Predominancy of Fire or Water, de- 
ſtructive to . all Animals upon the 
Earth, tho' the reſt of our Vortex re- 
ceive no Damage. And. in reporting 
the general Tradition of the Worlds 
periſhing, you may obſerve ſome Di- 
verſity among the Ancients : And be- 
ſides the more univerſal Diſlolution 
which we learn from them,and which 
you may interpret of all within the 
Compaſs of one or more Spheres; a 


particular Deſtruction, wherein —_ 
the 
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the Earth, with-its Parts and Appur- 
tenances, ſhall be concern'd, may be 
at } judged credible. Of this we may in- 
-5 || cerpret that Paſſage of Plato, in his- 
= | Book De Regno, © When all Animals 
it * had fulfilled the Task and Generati- 
| © ons appointed to them, God with- 
« draws his conſerving Power, and 
> | retires from the Helm of Govern- 
© | © ment. The Conſequent of which, 
0 | © for that Viciflicude, is the Ruin of 
* all Earthly Creatures. And the par- 
p ticular Manner of it is explain'd by the 
| ſucceflive Dominations of Fire and 
| Water, as in the celebrated Exprobra- 
tion of the Fyyptian | to 


Plats in Times. SCE 
Solon ; kay O Solon, Solon, you X, Celſns apud Ore" 


- 
'B © Grecians are always Chil- ginem contra Celjum, , 
" | © dren,nor have oa Know- 94g. 6 SY 
© ledge, of any ancient Date, | 
* among you. * Which happens by 
\ & © many and: various Deſtructions of 
"'Y *© Men, which have been, and will be, 
< the greateſt of which, by the Force 
*« of Fire and Inundations of Water, 
*« the leſſer, by ſeveral other Chances 
* and Calamities. As in the Circlz 
of the Suns ordinary Courſe we have 
our Summer and Winter, ſo in the 
great Circle. of Time, which they call 
E 5 the 
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4 the ® great Year, an extraordinary 
of x gs Summer and Wintet are ſuppoſed to 
xndro, and take their Turn; the one cauſing a 
Cenſorinw. oeneral Conflagration, and the other 
a Deluge. 
© Tx. The Predominancy of Heat may 
proceed either from the altering of 
our Poſition with Reſpe& to the Sun 
or ſome nearer Approximation to it, 
+ Morr's as ſome Þ ſuppoſe, or by the || Erupti- - 
yt 0 on of the Central Fire, or by both to- 
y Carces gether. The firſt may prepare the 
Phi Peres, Way for the latter, by drying the Su- 
Set. 2. perficies of the. Earth, making great 
Chinks and Chaſms in it, and open- 
ing a ſufficient Paſſage for the ſubter- 
raneous Fires, to break out with all 
their Forces, to the Calcination of the 
whole. All Hiſtories give us prodigi- 
ous Examples of exceflively hot Sea- 
ſons, wherein ſuch a-Judgmene might 
even naturally have been feared. We 
know what bituminous, ſulphureous, 
and combuſtible Matterthe Bowels of 
the Earth are repleniſh'd with , and 
what dangerous Eruptions they have 
made from their ſeveral Magazines, 
particularly 1n Taly and Sicily, and 
lately to the Conſumption of a Hun- 
dred Thouſand Perſons ; concerning 
which 
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which, we may uſe the Words of 

* Pliny, That they threaten Deſolation * Xt. H/7. 
to the whole Earch : + which he had 33.5118. 
better have believ'd than have gone to. 6. &p.is. 
ſee. From which Eruptions of the 

Central Fire || Cartes is not aſham'd to) 7 tar 
ſolve the appearing of ſome Stars Pete. 
which never appear'd before. And 19+ 

if we can believe any Reality in his 
Suppoſition, by ſuch a Conſpiracy of 
external and internal Fires, the Vicil- 

ſirudes appointed by the eternal De- 

crees of Heaven may be compleated. 

To this particular Exuſtion of the 

Earth, anFthe Powers thereof,” many 
eminent Divines, both Ancient and 
Modern, think fit to reſtrain the ge- 

neral Expreflions in Scripture, c01n- . 
cerning the Laſt Day. |} Mr. Mede i! 1 4c on 


ſeems zealous for it, and in him you 5 *5.3,9 


may find the beſt Colletion of Autho- r- 


rities, to clear him from che perillous 
Crime of Novelty. But our Buſinefs, 
at preſent, is not co ſhew what may 
be expeRed from Revelation, but Rea- 
fon, What is poſſible or probable be- 
ing declared, we mult Jeave to the 
Choice of the Divine Wiſdom what 
Methods are moſt expedient tor Cor- 
recting tie Vices of Mankind. - 
2. The 
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2. The Predominancy of Water 
will require but a very brief Difcufli- 
on; both the Matter of Fact and Man- 
ner of an Univerſal Deluge, have of 
late been ſo learnedly managed, that 
you cannot need any References to 
Authority in this Caſe. You ſhall on- 
ly be reminded of your Maſter Ariſto- 
tle, || who had not' Afſurance enough 
to, confront Tradition in ſo plain a 
Matter ; but allowed, That as we have 
our ſucceflive Winters according to 
their S2aſons, fo in ſome fatal Times 
and Periods we might haye a great 
Winter, and ſuch Exceſs of Showers as 
might cauſe the Inundations reported 
by Antiquity. 


'Tis time now to ſhew, unto what 


all this tends ; and to ſatisfie you, That 
all this Pains is not taken without ſome 
Proipedt of Advantage : Which is no 
leſs than this ; 

That according to the Principles of 
theſe very Men who Eternize the 
World, 'tis highly probable, that Man- 
kind have had a Beginning and a firſt 
ot their Race upon the Earth. For, 

Firſt, If in leſs than the Compaſls 
of Six Thouſand Years, we have had 
one, two, or three prodigious Delu- 


ges, 
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ges, How many ſuch Calamities muſt 
the Earth have groaned under, if it 
have Exiſted from Eternity ? For re- 
ferring former Deluges to any Thing 
but an Eternal Cauſe, you ſuppoſe the 
Newneſs of the World, as though x 
wanted ſome accidental Shakings to 
bring it unto a perie& Settlement. And 
if in that great Deluge we have the 
moſt pregnant Proof of, only Eight 
Perſons were ſaved alive, then in the 
innumerable Deluges which the Ecer- 
nity of the Earth with its Inhabitants 
will ſuppoſe, ſometimes 800 might be 
ſaved , ſometimes 80, ſometimes 8, 
and ſometimes none at all. For, tho' 
the Eternal Cauſes may be regular in + 
the general Production of a Deluge, 
they may not in Reaſon be thought ſo 
regular and uniform in. every ſmall 
Circumſtance. , And when the Condi- 
tion of the Earth is brought to that 
deplorable State, that only Eightſcore 
or Eight can eſcape, the ſaving of theſe 
few cannot be referred to the regular 
Operations of .Nature, but either to 
Chance or Miracle. Miracle you will 
not chuſe; and if only by Chance 
they eſcape once, in the Eternal Roll- 
ings and Revolutions of ſecond > 

es, 
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ſes, *tis more than probable, that one 
time or other they may chance to be 
all deſtroyed. 

Secondly, And becauſe the Predo- 
minancy of Fire and Water, accord- 
ing to your way of reckoning, ſeem 
to#be ſucceflive, and that another uni- 
verſa! Deluge cannot naturally be ex- 
pected. till after a Conflagration, that 
may come in for a ſhare in our preſent 
Meditations. . 

| Vf any ſuch opake and heavy Bodies 
as the Earth 1s may be burnt up, we 
will not conſider the means of their 
i Renovation, but only the Poſlibility 
of ſuch a Judgment's Coming to our 
Turn. | And the Eternity of the Earth 
being uppoſed, there may have been 
as many -Conflagrations as Delupes ; 
and Fire being a much more Tyran- 
nous Element than Water, it ever the 
Earth was burnt up by the Prevalency 
of Fire, (which it we can believe it 
Eternal, we may as well believe has 
happen'd Millions of Times ) we can- 
not imagine any poflible Way or 
Means (except miraculouſly) for one 
living Creature to eſcape. 
The ſhort of whac we may infer 
from theſe to Particulars is, That | 
either 


Reaſon and Religfon, &c.* 
either Mankind have had only one 
Beginning, which we Chriſtians do 
believe; or, that they had an unde- 
terminable Number of Beginnings, 
which you Heathens muſt believe: 
And then the Queſtion between us 
will be only this, From whence ? b 

what Forming Power they had their 
Beginning ? And ſure you will be aſha- 
med to go back to Epicurw, and to 


the old ridiculous Fables of Mankind's 0:04. &c. - 
crooping out of the Mudd and Slime |" 
rth, erfliven'd with the Suns 


of the 
Heat; having nothing to form and or- 
anize them, but blind Matter and 
otion. This is an Abſurdity fo great, 
that the Opinion of Infinite Succeſi- 
ons was invented on purpoſe to pre- 
vent.it ; your Patrons wiſely reſolving, 
that of two Evils or Abſurdities, the 
leaſt was to be choſen. Thus you are 
driven out of your Mudd and Mat- 
ter to your Infinite Succefhons, and 
from Infinite Succeflions into the 
Mudd again; not knowing where 
to fix, unleſs th2 next Conſideration 
will relieve you. 

Thirdly, If there be ſuch Mutations 
in the Heavenly Bodies, as the appear- 
of Comets, the freſh appearing or dil- 

appearing 
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appearing of Fix*d Stars, are aſtoniſh- 
ing Indications. and Signs of, why 
ſhould not you think that the like Mu- 
tations have happen'd in our Sphere. 
In an Eternal Courſe of Ages, every 
thing that is poflible may be expected. 
Suppoſe, according to your Laws of 
Nature, the Diſſolution of one Sphere 
having a fix'd Star for the Centre, 
may happen in a Thouſand Years, 
. which is a very moderate Suppoſal, in 
the infinite Circle of Eternity, the 
ſame Fate might have*taken its Round 
innumerable Times. All the Hoſts of 
Heaven, in their ſeveral Turns, might 
be broken and disbanded, and recall'd 
to their former Poſts and Stations. 
And not to fay how often it might 
happen to our Vortex, we will take » 
_ only once for granted : And the Sun, 
the Moon, and all the Stars about us, 
having been in one confuſed Heap, 
without Lite or Order, you may as 
well believe the Beginning which Ms- 
$ ſes ſpeaks of, as any other. And tho' 
& * More Ne- honeſt * Maimonides was very zealous 
by. againſt the ' World's Eternity, and 
thought he could never muſter up too 
many Arguments againſt it, as an Opi- 
Ni92.which mult ingvitably gti 
the 
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the Religion of Meſes, and expoſe his 
Miracles as Impoſtures; yet there ſeems 
not to be one Sentence or Word in 
the firſt Chapter of Genefis, except the 
Critical Interpretation of the Word 
Bara, tor Production out of Nothing, 
which a neceſſary Explication of this 
Hypotheſis may not accord with. Ang 
eminent _ Doctors 


all thoſe 
Church, * who have inter- 
preted the fix Days of Moſes 
not ſtrictly according to the 
Letter, or believed the Ex- 
iſtence of Apes, Perſons, or 
Places, long betore the pre- 
ciſe Account of Time given 
us by Moſes ; as they leave 
the abſolute Beginning of 
Things precarious and un- 
certain, ſo they render this 
Hypethefis ( how contrary 
to Reaſon ſoever it may be 
and is, yet) not fo poſi- 
tively damnable from Scri- 
Pture. 


laC Nano Or, in inrimn aron inonr we marr ah [48+ 
Chryfol. Orat. eggc +xc Txgrd/nnidules, C. 7, To theſe may be 
added about a dozen of the Ancignt Fathers, many of our School. 
Men, and Phils the Few. Sce alſv Commenrators on Job 38. 7. 


in the- 


* Dunm non tun pri- 
mam » cum Vijibulem 
iftum mundum fecit De- 
us Caperit operari: | 4 
ficut, poſt corruptionem 
bujus, erit alius mun- 
aus, Of ita antiquam 
hic eſſet, fuiſſe alios cre- 
dimus. Origen wei age 
2", l.3. C5. Sica fſerip- 
inm eff in Job, 4uando 
fate ſunt ſtele, a. 
Veruns eum omnes angels 


eſus: quaſi antiquitores 
non flu Ks poſt 
creato, ſed & omni cre 

turd propter eum cre 

ta. Origen. Tract. 9. in 
Marr. & alibi. "On w 
exe To @ run (1. 
The Earth Created for 
Man ) ap«7 Tung, axu- 
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And now, O vain Men |! What Re- 
fuge will you flee unto? There are 


no other poflible Conceits for juſtity- ' 


ing your Infidclity. And ſince theſe 
will ſtand you in no ſtead at preſent, 
think within your ſeives, How much 
leſs ſerviceable they will be unto you 
at the Revelation of a more ligh:fome 


ay. Even in this. mortal and obſcure. 


State, the Approaches of Death give 
the Irreligious other Eyes to fee with. 
Danger diſpels their Prejudices , and 
coming on the Brink of Eternity, they 
begin to think of God, of ſeparate Spi- 
rits, and other Regions, when they 
cannot think of them with Comfort. 
Now they are apt to ſay, as the Cardi- 
nalsto the Religious Hermit, What if 
there be no God, no Future State ? 


But Diſeaſes giving them notice of | 


their Diſſolution, the Anſwer of the 
good Father will be running in their 
Minds, What if there be? And is it 
not much; the wiſeſt and beſt Method, 
to live by- thoſe ſacred Perſwaſions 
which probably you will dye in, eſpe-' 
cially when the great Patrons of Infi- 
delity can fay nothing againſt them. 
Nay, we have not fo much as a May- 
be left on our ſide, againſt che —_ 
Q 
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of Religion : For, it cannot be that 
the World ſhould either be Eternal or 


4 made by Chance.' Orif one of thoſe 


May-be's be granted, it cannot be that 
either Hypotheſis ſhould be excluſive 
of a Divine -Nature or Providence. 
And if you are by theſe Conſiderations 
rendred ( as you cannot but be) un- 
eaſjie in Irreligion, and know not 
which way to turn, read over the 
former Pars again with a pious Care 
and Attention, and it may prepare you 
tor the following Advice ; which, as 
the precedent Diſcourſe, is intended, 
not tor the reproaching, but reform- 
ing of your Judgment; not for the 
condemning of your Perſons, but the 
Safety of your Souls ; not to abridge 
you of any preſent Felicity, but ro 
excite you to the Attainment of that 
which is Eternal. 

III. So excellent a Subjet ought not 
to be cloſed without ſome ſuitable Ad- 
vice : And tho' the Knowledge of God, 
as it is the Foundation of all Religion, 
may have a general Reference to eve- 
ry Religious Duty; yet it will be fit 
to chuſe out ſuch particular Inſtances 
of Addreſs, as the prevailing V ices and 
Inadvertency of this Age ſeem moſt in 
need of. 1, The 
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dom, to ſpeak Evil of Religious Mat- 
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r. The evident Connexion of Rea.f* 
ſon and Religion may dire& us to a w 
right Judgment of thoſe Men who de. E 
ſpiſe and undervalue Sacred Things: p 
for hereby it appears, they deſpiſe and i 
undervalue that which they do na” 
underſtand. The Pſalmiſt hath given l 
us an excellent Character of fuch Men 
The fool hath ſaid in bis heart there i ml? 
God. They are corrupt and have dom 
abomiiable works, there w none that docth 
good. The Lord looked down from Hea- 
wen upon the children of Men, to ſee if 
there were any that did underſtand and 
ſeek after Ged : Which is as much as tq 
fay, That it is the Ignorance and want| 
of Underſtanding in Men , which 
makes them entertain any Scruples or 
Doubtfulneſs of Heart concerning God, 
The Acknowledgment of God 1s alfo 
affirm'd in Sacred Scripture, to be the 

inning of all Wiſdom, and the In- 
ſtrucions of Religion the beſt way to 
perfect it. And he who conſents not 
to the Doarine which is according to 
Godlineſs, is expreſly ſaid to be a Fool 
and know nothing. *Tis therefore a 
great Error in ſome, who ſet up for 
Men of extraordinary Parts and Wil- 
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Rez ers : That Singularity in Profaneneſs 
' to aſ#hÞich they attea, and hope by its 
© de JEminency will recommend them as 
ngs [Perſons of a deep Reach, is of all others 
 ang]ehe moſt diſgraceful. Tis an Argu- 
 noegment, That really they do not ſee fo 
iven{{ar into the Intricacies of Truth as they 
Aen {would ſeem to do. Their Pretenſions 
i myare, in the Apoſtle's Stile, d-nNoes is 
4d Rorius yes, the Oppoſitions of miſe 
erp called Science 5; and they only declare, 
Tea-| *hat there are a great many Things to 
ie if] Þe faid for Religion which they are 
2»41 2ot aware of. Should any Man go 
ta f about to leſſen the Eloquence of Cicero, 
nt] the Poetry of Virgil, the Morals of Se- 
ch | neca or Plutarch, he would only betray 
or | his own Unskiltulneſs ; and his Cen- 
d.4 fures would only render himſelf con- 
G4 cemptible.. The ſame we may ſay of 
12 | che Cenſurers of Religion. Let them 
1. | pleaſe themſelves with a Conceit of 
» | cheir own Wit : 'tis a Piece not only 
+ | of Charity, but Wiſdom too, to im- 
) 

| 
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pute their Profaneneſs to want of Judg- 
| ment. Whatſoever they may fancy, 
they are no better than Vulgar Mortals 
guided by ſome Senſual or Popular 
Prejudices, and a ſuperficial View of 


Things, through which they Jeu: 
ce 
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ke into the Excellencies of Religion. 

IE. If Reafon and Religion go hand 
in hand, then you may ſafely be ad- 
viſed not to condemn or riflicule Rel; | : 
gion, till you have carefully examined 
the Grounds and Reaſons on which it 
is built. 

Can any be a fairer, or more rea- 
ſonable Requeſt than this ? Religion 
is not a Matter of ſo mean Importance, 
as to juſtifie any trifling with it, or 
the Author of it. If any think to throw 
off the Fear of God with a ſcornful 
Teſt, and look no further, it may (for 
ought they know ) return again upon 
them with a ſerious Horror ; and then 
they will wiſh, that they had former- 
ly thought more of it. But if they will 
reſolve to conſider before they con- 
demn, and try before they defie it, they” 
will then indeed a&t like Men, and 
will preſently find enough, if not ab- 
folutely to cure, yet at leaſt to make 
them modeſt in' their Miſtakes. *Tis 
an inſufferable piece of Arrogance, for 
Men to talk againſt Religion, without 
enquiring into the Grounds on which 
its Reputation is ſupported. *Tis a 
malicious Ignorance which makes ſuch 
Scofters ; and 'tis enough to raiſe the 

Indige 
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Indignation of any ſerious Chriſtian, 
to ſee his deareſt * Intereſt trampled 
under-foot by thoſe who never had 
any of ics Notions in their Head. And 
pray, Obſerve the Perſons generally 
accuſtom'd to vilifie Sacred Things ; 
Are they Men to be depended on tor 
their Seriouſneſs ? Do they ſeem to be 
more fixed in their Thoughts? more 

iven to Contemplation than other 
en? Or ſeem they not rather, Men 
of great Levity, and little Conſidera- 
tion? who mind only a few ſenſual 
and ſilly Satisfa&tions, and fo entirely 
devoting their Thoughts that way, as 
though Reaſon was given them for no 
other end, but to make them Beaſts 
with ſome better Grace and Solemnity. 
The Apoſtle takes notice of ſuch Men 
in his Time, who cared not to retain 
God in their Knowledge ; and he de- 
ſcribes them to be ſuch as profeſſed 
themſelves to be wiſe, but were really 
fooliſh, Men of a vain Imagination, 
and darkned in their fooliſh Hearr. 
And it cannot be expected otherwiſe 
in this our Age. If Men give them- 
ſelves up to Lightneſs and Vanity, 'tis 
no wonder if the ſubſtantial and feri- 


ous Matters of our Belief do not reliſh 
well 


Ik 


; R..-5 


ITIZ 


Reaſon and Religion, 8c. 
well with them. If they are common- 
ly engaged in the Noiſe and Jollities 
of a licentious Life, this preſently dif. 
lodges all Fixedneſs of Thought as a 
dull melancholick Thing ; and for 
their Eaſe from that Grievance, in- 
ſtead of ſober Reaſoning, they employ 
their Mind in idle and empty Talk; 
inſtead of a Soul, calm, ſedate, and 
well-compoſed for looking into Truth, 
they are hurried away with every r1- 
diculous Humour and Frolick; and 
inſtead of the Effes of a lolid Judg- 
ment, nothing but Froth and Forma- | 


lity comes from them. And yet theſe 
are the Men, who inſpight of their 
own'Genius and Good Manners, muſt 
ſet up for the only Men of Senſe and 
Judgment. They think they can ſee 
further in the Hurries and Diſtractions | 


of a vicious Mind, than another in the 
moſt defecate and ſober Temper : They 
think they can enlarge their Know- 
ledge further in an inſtant, with the 
help of a little merry Company and a 
Botele of Wine, than others can in 
many Years of Thoughtfulneſs, and 
moſt careful Meditation. And tho” 
the few Brains and Notions of Truth 
they had, are ſcatterd in an airy and 

| frolicks 
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frolickſome Converſation, yet they 
fancy themſelves as well ſtocked with 
ſolid Arguments, as thoſe who have 
made it their Buſineſs to collect the 
Evidences of Truth all their Lives. 
The Extravagances of ſuch kind of 
Men, make them no very proper Ma- 
nagers of Humane Aﬀairs. And why 
they ſhould not forfeit their Reputa- 
tion in the Concerns of a Divine Wil- 
dom, which above all Things requires 
great Sobriety of Thought, can have 
a Reaſon given for it only by thoſe 
who are willing, ſince it cannot be 
difputed, that the Cauſe of God ſhould 
be laugh'd into Contempt. 

Be entreated theretore, whoever 
reads this Book, to lay your Hands 
upon your Heart, and if any find 
themſelves conſcious of an Inc!ination- 
or Humour to villite Sacred Things, 
firſt to conſider what you ſpeak 1ll of, 
then upon what Grounds you do it; 
and by thus adviſing with your ſelves, 
or others whom you may think more 
exerciſed or hit to info; :n you in theſe 
Matters, you wil! fn chac Godlineſs 
is a Marter of great wzight, and ſup- 
ported by many conſiderable Argu- 
ments 


| & 
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ments which before you thought net 

of: And fo, by the Blefling of God, 

inſtead of Deſpiſing and Scoffing, you 

may be induced to give GOD that 
Honour which is due unto him. 

III. If Religion and the Cauſe of 
God be fo evidently accountable for, 
to the ſevereſt Reaſon, This may ſerve 
as a general Juſtification of all Zealous 
and Well-meaning Chriſtians. 

God Almighty doth variouſly diſtri- 
bute his Talents among the Sons of 
Men. To ſome Men God is pleaſed 
co give a ſtill and contemplative Tem- 

r; and them he capacicates for to 
look into the hidden Things of his 
-Law, and for returning a ſatisfactory 
Account thereof to the reſt of the 
World. To ſome God is pleaſed to 
give a more warm and ſtirring Tem- 
per of Mind, a more vigorous and 
nimble Spirit z and theſe may be zea- 
lous and aRtive for God, tho' they do 
not always give the beſt Reaſon and 
Demonſtration for it. But however, 
by theſe Diverſities of Operation and 
Temper in the Creature, in carrying 
in the Cauſe of God, the one ſupplies 


the Defectivencel of the other. "Tis 
there- 
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therefore no ſufficient Occaſion of in- 
ſuking, in any Irreligious Perſon, if 
they find the Zeal of fome plain and 
honeſt-hearted Chriſtians to go be- 
yond their Knowledge. Every one 
1s not cut out for a Diſputer, eſpeci- 
ally in ſuch Matters which they could 
hardly ever have dream'd there ſhould 
[hare been any Diſpute about: And 
tho* God gives them inward Convi- 
Rions of the Truth of thoſe Heaven- 
ly Do&rines they are zealous for, yet 
they may nor be prepared to encoun- 
cer the Cavils and Obieaions which 
an Artiſt in Profaneneſs may raiſe up. 
God provides other Means and Inſtru- 
ments for that purpoſe ; and they muſt 
not meaſure their Conqueſt by the 
Inſufficiency of leſs Contemplatire 
Ckriſtians, but by the Advantage they 
Ican gain over thoſe ( which will be 
but ſmall) who have made it their 
Buſineſs to -dive into the bottom of 
their unreaſonable ObjeRions. 

'Tis cuſtomary with ſome Men, to 
furmſh chemſelves wich a few protane 
Cavils: And if they can bur puzzle 
the Parſon, or ſome honeſt-hearted 
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they think the Day is their own, and 
that Religion will never be able to lift 
up its Head more: Nay, ſometimes 
when a Miniſter diſcourſes very afte. 
CT IONnEY the Fear of God 
and our Duty to him, concerning the 
_ Providence of -God, and our Acknow- 
kdgment of ic in many eminent Oc- 
currences of Humane Life ; concern- 
ing the Promiſes of Heaven, and the 
Terrors of Hell; ſuch Men, who take 
themſelves to be Men of no ordinary 
Parts and Judgment, are ready to in- 
dulge Themſelves and cheir Neighbour 
with a ſcornful Smile. As if a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel mult he always lay- 
ing the Grounds of Divinity, without 
making any further Progreſs in open- 
ing to the People the whole Counſel 
of God : As though none of his Audi- 
rory were deſerving of his Regards but 
a Company of De PIRens, who, like 
that horrible Monſter in the Poet, are 
by vertue of no Exhortations or Argu- 
ments to be reduced from Vice : As 
though he muſt be ſhy of ſtirring up 
to Duty, of ſetting Life and Death, 
Bleflings and Curſings before his 


Charge, becauſe a great many, who 
Care 
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care neither for him nor his Diſcourſes, 
are not pleaſed with them. Rather 
than Religion ſhall be thus reaſon'd 
out of Countenance, let them Jaugh 
on ſtill. *Tis better they ſhould deſpiſe 
and wander, than the Life of Piety in 


humbly diſpoſed Chriſtians ſhould be - 


check'd and periſh. Let private Chri- 
ftians go on in their way, without be- 
ing perplex'd at their Cavils ; let god- 
ly Preachers remind their Flock ot the 
Judgments of God, without reſpe&ing 
their Faces, or fearing their Diſdain ; 
and let all know, That as Religion in 
general, ſo its particular Do@rines are 
capable of very rational Proof, though 
on this or that Opportunity they have 
but little of it. 

It would be well, if any thing which 
is ſpoken on this Subjet, may as ette- 
Aually over-awe the Rudeneſs as ic 
doth diſcover the Ignorance of Irreli- 
gious Men ; and make them more mo- 
deſt and ſuſpicious of their own Judg- 


ment. *Tis better for them to live un- 


der a Senſe of God and his Judgments 
here, than feel the Effects ot their 
wicked Folly and Conhdence hereaft- 
ter; and they have reaſon to be thank- 
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ful for the Kindneſs of thoſe who will 
tell chem plainly and affeionately, 
of the Nature and Purpoſes of God, of 
his Promiſes and Threatnings ; ſince 
there are ſuch Grounds for this Reli- 
ious Zeal, as they, with all theic 

owledge, arc not able to oppoſe. 
IV. The Reaſonableneſs of Religi- 
on juſtifies the Proviſion in all wik 
and wellorder'd States, for the ſup- 
prefling of Profanenels and ſupport- 
ing Ptety. The Hononr of Govern- 
ment can never be conliſtent with the 
Dithonour of God : And how tolera- 
ble ſoever Differences in Religion may 
be, the Defiance of all Religion is not 
to be endured. The moſt rigorous 
Inquiſition, or Enforcements to Uni- 
formity, are preferable to that Indul- 
gence, which permits the moſt impu- 
dent Infidelity to thrive and ſpread un- 
der its Shelter. The Sword of Autho- 
rity is put into the Hands of Magi- 
ſtrates, for the Reſtraint of Ungodli- 
neſs, and was employed by a Prince 
after God's own Heart, for rooting 
out all wicked Doers from che City of 
the Lord. Severity againſt Blaſphe- 
mous Wretches is no Breach of Mo- 
deration, 
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deration, but a piece of Juſtice to the 
Government, of Charity to the Go- 
verned, and the Sufferers themſelves 
can complain of no hard Ulage 
thereby. 

I. If very ſevere Laws were made 
and executed againſt the Profaners of 
Religion, What Obligation, cither of 
Intereſt, Conſcience, Generofity, or 
Good Manners, are any under, to 
bring themſelves in danger of the Pe» 


_ g 

It chey, like the Fool in the Pſal- 
miſt, ſay in their Hearc, That there 
ts no God, it 1s their Intereſt to con- 
ceal their Folly, and to wiſh none 
may be of that Opinion beſides them- | 
ſelves. For by this means they have 
a Tye over all others, which others 
have not over them; and whether 
they are Maſters or Servants, Parents. 
or Children, Husbands or Wives, or 
in whatſoever worldly Commerce, Re- 
lations, or Buſineſs they are concern'd, 
the Belief of a ſuperintending Deity 
will awe their Relatives to be faithful 
and affetionate, and diſcharge a good 
Conſcience to them: A Privilege ! 
which it is very much. for their Ad- 
F 4 vantage 
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Yantage to preſerve. Nor can Conſci- 

ence engage them to make Profelites, 

by openly profefling their Infidelity. 

Both the Laws of God, and the Laws 

of Man, the proper Rules of Conſci- 

ence, diſpoſe them to be ſilent : And 

if Conſcience eſpecially, as they ſay, 

be no other than the Biaſs of Educa- 

tion, we may hope none have fo 
naughty an Education, as to think it 

their Duty, to diſturb the Religious 
Impreflions of Education or Conſci- 

ence in other People. The moſt plau- 

ſible Pretext is, that of Ge- 

Humana ante oculo; fe- nerofity, Regard to Truth, 
EE wins {4 and the Welfare of Man- 
Keiigione, ce. Lucrer, kind. It grieves them to 
ſee the World ſo baſely en- 

ſlaved to Religion, and Man's Lite 
oppreſſed with Superſtitious Fears or 
Fancies, drawing them off from the 
Comforts they might enjoy, -or em- 
bittering their Enjoyment. But, alas! 

Unleſs we are perſwaded of a Supream 
Governour and a Future State, the 

Life of Man hardly deſerves our No- 

tice : We are here to Day, and gone 

to Morrow ; and it ſignihes little what 
different Perſwaſions Men are acted 

by, 
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by, what different Scenes they have 
paſſed through, when Death in a ve- 
ry lictle time will gm + to be all 
alike. If Men are now and then me- 
lancholick, 'ris no great matter z Some 
critical Turn of Humours in the Body, 
{ome favourable Frown of Nature, will 
give them their Quie:s, and they will 
ooner find a Cure by the loſs of Life 
than Religion: Beſides, moſt of the 
Melancholly which Religious Men 
are infeſted with, is - originally owing 
to the on of wicked Compa- 
ny : From thence terrifying Doubts 
and Occaſions of Diſorder are ſuggeſt- 
ed; from thence many unhappy 
Tuins of Thought, which their holy 
Souls abhor, but cannot fo eaſily get 
clear of again : So that initead of pro- 
moting the Eaſe ard Weltare of Man- 
kind, theſe wicked Renegadoes, in 
tempting Men from God, prove only 
the Inftruments of their Tormenr. 
But, ſetting aſide the Infirmities af 
Conſtitution, and fome unfortunate 
Accidents Wpenerally ſpeaking, Reli, 
gious Men have mich the better of it, 
much the more comfortable and hap. 
py part. even here on Eaiti: For 
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which we may appeal to Experience, 
and thereby a theſe 9 of Ho- 
nour and Ggneroſity , that whether | 
the Votaries of Religion are in the 
right or no; their condition 1s ny 
comfortable, and it would be muc 

more generous and good natured to 
let them go on in their own way. 
And if any thing of good Manners 
may be expeRed Zom theſe men, one 
would think they might make the 
Oſtentations of their particular Im- 
provements, give way to publick Con- 
ſtitution and Cuſtom. IF they are al. 
lowed to think themſelves wiſer then 
all the World, 'tis not fit they ſhould 
make a noiſe of it, and fly in the face 
of the moſt Reverenc'd Eſtabliſhmenes, 
meerly for a vain-glorious humour. 
But if neither the Palaces of Princes, 
nor the Laws of a State, nor the So- 
lemnities of a City, nor the Conſent 
of all grave and ſerious Men,. nor the 
Awe of a People fearing God, the 
great Supports to the Reputation of | 
Religion, can move themTo any mo- {| 
de(t regards unto it ; Can they won- 
der if their Impudence receives a 
check, and brings ſome Trouble _ 

It1C 


Reaſon and Religion, 8c. 
icſelf, by ics preſurmptuous troubling 
of Trae/ ? The rebating of their rude- 
neſs they muſt thank themſelves for, 
and have no reaſon to complain, it 
their own perverſneſs puniſh them. 

2. The interpoſal of Authority for 
the Puniſhment of theſe Evil doers, is 
a great piece of Charity. The longer 
they are ſuffered to go on with Impu- 
rity, the more will they be ritnns in 
their Wickednefs, and the further will 
their Venome ſpread. If the executi- 
on of good Laws againſt them be for 
any timedeferred, they willthink that 
Gorvernours are like themſelves: that 
they ſecretly believe as they do, tho” 
they do not ſo-openly aver it. Con- 
nivance attheir praciſe will argue con- 
ſenttotheir Principle ; and gives them: 
more then a liberty, even the allow- 
ance of the State, to be as irreligious 
as they pleaſe. In the mean while 
the Souls of plain honeſt people are 
perplex'd, if not dangerouſly enſna- 
red. The very Confidence of Infidels 
3s enough to {t1gger their Faith; for 
ir will be preſumed, chey curit not 
with ſo high a hand tight againſt God, 
unleſs they had well conſidered their 

ſtrength, 
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ſtrength, and: on what grounds they 
engaged. Every honeſt Chriſtian has 
not a ſtock of Reaſon to anſwer their 
Cavils: and where their Inſinuations 
againſt God, do not entirely bring 
over to the Devils ſide, yet have we 
inſtances of many, in whoſe ſides 
their deadly arrows have for a long 
time” ſtuck, and even brought down 

their heads in ſorrow to the Grave. 
Oh ye Kings and Princes! Let the 
ſghing and fad Eſtate of many poor 
Souls engage your Commiſeration. Ye 
would be eſteem'd the Fathers of your 
Country, the Defenders of the Faith, 
and the Refuge of the Diſtreſſed : Let 
all the World then ſee, You have ſome 
regard to the CharaQers which you 
aſlume, and avenge the Heritage of 
God of thoſe Adverſaries to their In- 
ternal and Eternal Peace, which go 
up and down in all Companies ſeek- 
ing whom they may ſurprize, diſtra&t 
and devour. Countenance not their 
reſerved Impieties with your Favour, 
nor let your Juſtice ſpare them when 
they are bold and bare-fac'd : *Tis bet- 
ter that Thouſands ſuch Wretches 
ſhould be cut off, than that their 
— Tongues 
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Tongues ſhould be ſuffer'd to go 
through the World,corrupting others, 
ſpeaking wicked Blaſphemies, and 
talking at ſoabominable a rate againſt 
the Moſt High. - 

3. As Charity to others, ſo a. juſt 
Regard to your ſelves, and the Stabi- 
lity ofthe Government, may require 
this of you. Many excellent Argu- 
ments theie are, ſhewing the Neceſ- 
ſity of maintaining Religion for 
maintaining the State; which the 
Adverſaries of God are very ſenſible 
of, inveighing againſt Piety as the 
Invention of Politicians. This only 
at preſent all Kings and Princes 
ought to be put in mind of, That if 
they take no Care of Religion, in a 
little time, neither the Religious 
nor Irreligious will care much for 
them. 

1. The Irrcligious are Men for 
this preſent World, prepared indiffe- 
rently for every new Stamp and Im- 
hor” fog Put them in the way of 
their Intereſt, and they are in their 
own Element, let the Government 
be what it will, Every Proſpe& of 
Danger holds them in Suſpence 


every 
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every Flood of Aﬀairs which changes 
their Fortunes for the better, changes. 
their Aﬀecation. To exclaim againſt 
Ingratitude and Baſeneſs, are Words 
pre E the Air: From the Follies 
of Impiety ſprings the Wiſdom of the 
World : Their Portion is in this 


Life, and they muſt make the beſt 


of it. 

Princes are expoſed to Dangers 
from abroad, and had need have 
ſome Truſty Friends and Counſel- 
lors at home: And a greater Advan- 
tage cannot a bordering Enemy have 
againſt any Prince, than when his 
People are poiſon'd with Infidelity. 
They are liable then to all Bribes 
and Corruption ; and he that can 
give the beſt Penſion, ſhall have the 
beſt Party. They become by de- 
grees froward and high-grain'd ; and 
it they have not their Revenge and 
Ambition, their Covetouſneſs or 
Luſts, gratified to the full ; if they 
arenot humour'd in every thing, they 
begin to blow the Trumpet of Inno- 
vation, every Man to his Tents, lea- 
ving their Prince to ſhift for himl-1f, 
while they think of new en 

he 
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The Character of Princes is never 
| Sacred to them, but when it comes 
| ready coin'd into their Pockets: Nor 

whatever they may pretend, would 

they —_ the Liberties or Proper- 
ties of any People, if it were not to 
, Preſerve their own. So that nothing 
can ſecure their Fidelity, when once 
they are fallen from their Allegiance 
unto God:. If you flatter your ſelf, 
that ſome Do&rines are fo ridiculous 
and abſurd, that nothing can diſpoſe. 
them to further their Eſtabliſhment, 
yea, in their Opinion, as Prieſts of 
all Religions are alike, ſo is likewiſe 
the Profeflion : and if they ſee 
things brought to a pinch, the little 
Tyes of Honour or Friendſhip will 
no longer hold them. Or, per- 
chance, the Fear of Servitude, or the 

Loſs of their Eſtates, may keep 

them ſteady to their Duty and the 

Service of their Prince: And, que- 

ſtionleſs, this, if any thing, will make 
| them hearty againſt a Foreign Power, 
and excite them to run very great 
Adventures, rather than be ruin'd 
and tormented before their time. 


But when the Calentures of a State 
COMme 
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come near unto a Criſis, they begin 
to caſt in their Minds, which is the 
ſtrongeſt Side, and think it no (mall 
Artifice to ſave themſelves by the 
Sacrifice of their Country. All 
Eſtates and Polities are alike to the 
Irreligious: Humour and Intereſt 
wind them variouſly about, and 
Governours may portend how the 
ſhall be ſerved, by che Reſpe& whic 
is paid to God and his Service among 
their People. 

2, The Religious deſerve eſpecial 
Conſideration in the State, as Per- 
ſons whoſe Aﬀection and Fealty may 
be depended on : They eſteem Go- 
vernment as the Ordinance, and Go. 
vernours as the Miniſters, of God : 
Liberty is never more grateful to 
them, nor Lite on Earth more ex- 
preſlive of the Heavenly, than under 
the Protection of Pious Kings. They 
look upon their Authority with an 
obſequiotis Love and Reverence, and 

rolecute their Commands with 
Lines and Integrity. They fear 
no Diminution of their own Hap- 
pineſs from the encreaſing Succeſſes 
of their Royal .Power ; but believe 
. the 
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the beſt of their Perſons, hope the 
beſt from their Condue, and en- 
dure all Things for their Sake. If 
the Number of ſach Perſons at pre- 
{cne be very few, the Religious Care 
oft Governours, under the Divine 
Blefling, may add to them. Burt, 
when the Reins of Coercion are re- 
mitted unto” blind Chance, and the 
Vermin of Corruption ſwarm abroad, 
and make no ſmall Buz in the Sun- 
ſhine of Security, what a melancho- 
lick Scene of Thought does this open 
to all well-diſpoſed and ſerious Minds. 
Scepticiſm, in former Times, has 
been adjudged to merit the Scrutiny 
and Severities of the State; and all 
thoſe flouriſhing Empires, the Re- 
cords of whole Glory ſwell the 
Cheeks of Fame, have ever agran- 
diz'd themſelves under the Banners 
of Piety : Vertue inſpir'd their Sol- 
diery with crue Courage and Vigour, 
and Religion gave In ro 
their Arms. The World affords ne- 
ver an Inſtance of Triumphant 
Atheiſm : and if, through the Ini- 
quity of the Times, and an extream 
Abhorrence of having Aſles m_— 

je 
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jects, Irreligion be permitted to fpread 
in the Camp and Council, in the 
City and Country, how great ſoever 
the Prince himſelf may be, the ut- 
moſt ſuch Toleration will "prefer 
him to, is, in too large and literal a 
Senſe; to be a King of Devils. Oh, 
the Reproach that ſuch a Brood 
muſt bring upon a Church and Na- 
tion ! and the Grief it muſt produce 
in all the Fearers of God, to hear 
the Hopes, the Author, the Means 
of their Salvation, ſo frequently bla- 
ſphem'd ! If it go on much further, 
being deliver'd over, for the Corre- 
ion of our Sins, into the Hands of 
thoſe Men whoſe Mercies are cruel, 
is the milder Judgment of the two. 
When a Nation is once ſunk into the 
Dregs of Impiety, whatever Stirs or 
Commotions may fall out, whatever 
Changes in Government may fſuc- 
ceed, there is ſome Hopes of its ari- 
ſing into a better State, no Fear of 
its growing worſe. Calamity at leaſt 
may reform their Manners, whom 
Proſperity had corrupted ; and they 
may be induced to acknowledge God 
in his Judgments, who diſdain his 
Mercy. 'Tis 
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Tis highly behooveful therefore, ; 
for Governours, in ſecuring Them- 
ſelves to ſecure a Reverence for Reli- 
gi0n : Becauſe, Irreligion will break 
the Bonds of Love, Honour, and Fi- 
delity, whereby Subjects are tied to 
their Authority ; and a general Pro- 
faneneſs grieving the Hearts of the 
Religious, makes them indifferent un- 
to the State that ſuffers it. 

V. Since our Belief of God is fo 
rationally grounded, from thence we 
may learn, not only the Folly, Raſh- 
neſs and Rudeneſs, but alſo the Inex- 
cuſablenefs of thoſe Men, who live 
without the Senſe of God in the 
World. | 

St. Paul affirms of the darkeſt 47; 14 17; 
Times of Heatheniſm,. that God did 
not leave himſelf without Witneſs ; 
and that che Eternal Power and 
Godhead was raanifeſted to them by Rem. 1. 19, * 
the Things that were made; and ** 
from thence concludes them to be 
without Excuſe. How much more 
inexcuſable muſt ſuch Men be in this 
our Age of Light, wherein the Ad- 
vantages of the Goſpel doth not only 


appear by the new Revelations made 
unto 
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unto us, but by improving our Ra- 
tional Faculties, and enabling us to 
look more judiciouſly into the Frame 
and Laws of Nature, than they could 
before. If all the Light, which now 
ſhines among us, will not awaken the 
Drowtſinefs, remove the Wiltulneſs, 
work on the Infidelity of ſome Men; 
if they will ſtill pleaſe themſelves 
with Fancy and Vanity, with Sha- 
dows and Delufions, and prefer their 
own Darkneſs before this Light, their 
Sin hath all the he: —_— Aggrava- 
tions it'is capable ol. And what can 
they anſwer unto God, for ſuch their 
unreaſonable Oppoſition to his Laws? 
for perverting the Excellencies of 
their own Mind, and abuſing his 
Mercy, and turning the nobleſt Ac- 
compliſhments of Humane Nature 
againſt the Author of them ? What 
can they ſay, when God ſets theſe 
Miſdemeanours before their Eyes ? 
when, to their own Shame and Con- 
fuſion, they come to a Senſe of their 
former Errors? when their Reaſon 
and Conſciences ( here drowned in 
Sotciſhneſs and Senſual Joys ) ſhall be 


awaken'd, and the Revelation of the 
Great 
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Great Day, ſhall diſcover to them 
and to all the World, the Falſfity and 
incorrigible Senſeleſneſs, the Incohe. 
rence and Weakneſs of thoſe filly Ar- 
guments and Excuſes wherein the 
prided themſelves againſt God ? This 
Time will come we need not doubt, 
but ſafely believe, O Heavenly Fa- 
ther, when the Tongues of thy Holy 
Ones ſhall turn unto thy Praiſe, and 
the Mouth of all Wickedneſs ſhall be 
ſop'd. | 

Laſtly, Since our Faith in God is 
not to be ſhaken by the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſon, this may be a Matter of great 
Joy and Comtore unto all Faithful 
Chriſtians, Thar God who made 
them and governs the World, will 
bear a continual Reſpe& unto them 
will reward all their pious Cares 
and Fears; will ſupply all their 
. Weakneſſes; will help them through 
all Temptations ; will be with them 
in all their Conflicts and Strivings 
againſt Sin. They may boaſt them- 
ſelves to be the only Wiſe-men ; to 
build upon the wilſeſt Expectations 
and Principles ; to uke the beſt 


means for their Everlaſting Com- 
fort, 
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fort, and for ſecuring the Favour of 
their God, who is the beſt Friend. 
They may live in a joyful Perſwa. 
ſion of the Goodneſs of their God, 
and of his Intentions to make them 
happy ; and may think within them- 
ſelves, How when the Wicked ſhall 
not be able to ſtand in Judgment, 
the Lord will own them for his Peo- 
ple, and glorifie their Faith, and 
receive them to an Eternal Com- 
munion with Himſelf and his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom they truſt- 
ed. 

Be exhorted therefore and encou- 
raged in the Apoſtle's Words, Heb. 
Io. 35. &Cc. Caſt not away your confi- 
yk. b God, fer hath great recom- 
penſe of Reward : For yet, a little 
while the Lord will come, and will 
not tarry : And if like Juſt Men ye 
live b | Faith, and continue Faithtul 
unto Death, the Lord will raiſe you 
up in Likeneſs to the Glory of his 
Son, and give you a Crown of Life. 
It you believe in God, and make to- 
wards Heaven, the Place ofhis Abode, 
with heavenly Hearts and Afﬀections, 
you will find that you are not de- 
ceived 
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ceived in your Faith; the God in 2 
whom you believe, being a Re- Heb. 11.6. © 
warder of all thoſe who diligently | 
ſeek him. 


To whom be Glory and Obedience 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


FINIS. 


: : ”—_— 
15% > 4 << 
+ 2% wiFt _ , ” : 


| "if ee | Bg f OP 
JOXKS lately Printed for 


= William Rogers. 


Ermons and Diſcourſes, in 3 Volumes. Oftav. 
The Rule of Faith; Or, An Anſwer to the 
Treatiſe of Mr. F. Sergeant. Oftav. 

Eleven Sermons, in 2 uart. 
© Sermons concerning the Divinity of our Bleſſed 

Saviour, Oftav. 

A Sermon Preach'd before the Queen at White- 
Hall, April grh. 1593, concerning che Sacrifice 
and SatisfaRtion of Chriſt, on Heb. 9. 26. © nart, 
" A Sermon concerning the Unity cf the Divioe 
Nature and Trinity, on 1 Tis. 2. 5. 

A Diſcourſe againſt Trroſubſtantiation. Price 

d. 
, A Perſwafive to Frequent Communion. Stich'd 
Price 3 4. Bound Price 6 4. 

"Six Sermons : 1. | Stedfaſtnefs In Religion, 
2. Family Religion. 3, 4, 5, Education of Chil- 
dren. 6. The Advantages of an Early Piety, 
Ov. 

Theſe all by bus Grace John Lord 
Archbiſbop of Canterbury. 


A PraRical Diſcourſe concerning Death. 0, 

A PraQical Diſcourſe concerning a Future 
Judgmerr. OT, 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Divine Providence. 


VL wart. 
Theſe Thyet by Dy. Sherlock D2an of S. Pauls, 


Mr. Tywri/'s brief Diſquiſition of the Law of | 
Nature according to the Principles and Merhcds 
laid down in the Reverend Biſhop Cunber/ana's 
Latix Treatiſe on that Subjet, Oftay. 


«7 grve W—_ Hooks ; 


EI rr re er ES II EE es" -— 


| | 
if | for the the Pronding of of a @ College 2 Un ZAry Colonyn|| | 


YALEVNITVERSITY. 
o [LIBRARY * 


Bought with the income 
Of the 


George Gabriel Fund 


